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FROM  THE  APIC  PRESIDENT 


'IMs  'Mtmmlis  dedicated  m  Amor 

iMjdkif  Warriors  oj 
Uie  joint  Special  nperadoru  taslr^forc 
fiat  paid  the  ultimu  price  in  tfit  Qhta 
on  Terrorism  duritifj  i 
Operation  t'Km%l'H(j  'JupLmA. 

jolkwing  September  11,2001. 
1h  Sum)  of  tfiis  war  urUC  6e  imcHted 
fii-.ion,  Willi  tHe  M  of  our  patriots. 


Dear  fellow  APIC  members: 

President  John  Kennedy's  inauguration  was  the  first  one  I  can  remember  At  6  1/2 
years  old,  it  made  quite  an  impression.  The  weather  with  its  cold  and  snowy  eve  -  in 
which  thousands  of  soldiers  were  dispatched  to  shovel  the  inauguration  route,  the 
young  President  being  preceded  by  one  of  our  nation's  greatest  literary  treasures  - 
Robert  Frost,  to  the  Inaugural  Address  -  remembered  today  with  such  admiration  but 
at  the  time  was  considered  unremarkable  -  the  New  York  Times  and  Washington  Post 
thought  so  little  of  it  that  nothing  was  quoted  in  their  lead  articles  on  the  Inauguration  the  next  day. 


Today,  the  Inaugural  Address  is  remembered  for  its  call  to  service  in  America.  That  call,  or  was  it  a  challenge,  led  by  a  young 
President  who  had  been  tempered  by  war,  saw  his  family  lose  its  oldest  son  to  war  over  the  English  Channel,  and  understood 
that  the  coming  decade  would  bring  more  challenges  than  the  decade  that  had  just  come  to  an  end. 

The  speech  is  known  for  its  rhetorical  highlights  such  as  "the  torch  has  been  passed  to  a  new  generation"  an  image  contrasting 
America's  outgoing  President  Dwight  Eisenhower  with  the  youth  and  vigor  of  the  new  President  and  his  young  family.  Kennedy 
had  asked  his  aide  Ted  Sorensen  to  read  all  the  previous  inaugural  addresses  as  well  as  Lincoln's  Gettysburg  Address  -  another 
speech  that  was  widely  dismissed  at  the  time  -  to  see  what  made  a  speech  great.  What  Sorensen  found  and  what  formed  the 
Kennedy  address  were  contrasts  -  'Ask  not  what  your  country  can  do  for  you,  but  what  you  can  do  for  your  country,"  -  and 
according  to  a  rhetoric  expert,  other  contrasts  appeared  nearly  every  39  seconds  for  a  total  of  20  contrasts.  Today,  President 
Obama,  when  he  addresses  a  crowd,  feels  most  comfortable  using  three-part  lists.  In  his  victory  speech  he  chose  to  utilize  29 
three-part  lists  in  his  10  minute  oration  in  Chicago.  It  was  also  powerful  but  how  many  quotes  do  we  remember  from  it? 

What  I  remember  most  of  President  Kennedy's  speech  was  his  statement  about  the  United  States  "Let  every  nation  know, 
whether  it  wishes  us  well  or  ill,  that  we  shall  pay  any  price,  bear  any  burden,  meet  any  hardship,  support  any  friend,  oppose  any 
foe,  in  order  to  assure  the  survival  and  the  success  of  liberty."  Today,  I  am  not  so  sure  our  country  is  still  willing  to  do  that. 
Perhaps  the  political  decade  that  began  with  the  Inauguration  highlighted  in  this  issue  exhausted  the  American  people  and  who 
would  not  be  truly  called  back  to  service  until  the  tragedy  of  9/1  I .  Perhaps  now,  some  ten  years  on  from  that  tragedy,  we  again 
feel  exhausted  by  the  political  events  and  issues  we  have  faced. 

However,  despite  all  that  has  happened,  and  what  lies  ahead  for  us,  like  the  young  President  then,  as  well  as  our  young  President 
now,  we  still  believe  America's  best  years  lay  ahead,  no  matter  what  our  burden  or  hardship  might  be. 


KEYNOTER 


TOR'S  MESSAGE 


It's  hard  to  imagine 
that  the  bright  shining 
Camelot  of  the  Kennedy 
administration  began 
over  a  half  century  ago.  I 
was  a  I  2-year-old 
Catholic  schoolboy  back 
then.  Despite  my  family's 
Republican  loyalties,  I 

couldn't  be  unaware  that  the  new  President  was 
the  first  Catholic  to  hold  that  office.  To  date,  he 
is  also  the  last.  Three  years  later  I  was  in  the 
crowd  that  lined  the  streets  of  Washington  to 
watch  his  funeral  procession.  It  remains  a  form- 
ative moment  for  me  and  many  of  my  contem- 
poraries. 

Now,  as  a  sit  in  my  office  on  a  college  cam- 
pus filled  with  students  born  after  Ronald 
Reagan  left  office,  I  marvel  at  the  way  time 
moves  on,  leaving  only  diamonds  and  rust. 

In  Jack  Kennedy's  Profiles  in  Courage,  he 
praised  George  Norris,  another  hero  rapidly 
fading  into  abstract  memory.  Our  Republic 
would  benefit  from  a  bit  more  of  the  prickly 
integrity  and  independence  that  were  hallmarks 
of  those  crusty  old  Progressive  Republicans  like 
Norris.  Autre  temps,  autres  moeurs. 

I  also  appreciate  John  Vargo's  serious  analy- 
sis of  Harry  Truman  and  the  Ku  Klux  Klan.  The 
article  was  sparked  by  a  fine  poster  from  the 
1 944  campaign  but  goes  into  far  more  depth 
than  most  collector-oriented  articles.  This  is 
another  example  of  the  serious  scholarship  that 
can  be  found  in  these  pages. 

Finally,  apologies  are  due  to  longtime  APIC 
member  Tom  Peeling.  Tom  provided  many  of 
the  Teddy  Roosevelt  items  pictured  in  the  last 
issue  but  his  name  was  erroneously  left  off  the 
illustration  credits.  We  are  grateful  for  your 
assistance,  Tom. 
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NEXT  ISSUE-  Politicians  have  long  been  accused  of  using 
"smol<e  and  mirrors"  so  that  is  the  theme  of  the  Summer  issue; 
political  items  that  relate  to  smoking  and  political  mirrors.  There 
will  be  some  very  fun  items. 


FRONT  COVER-A  handsome  6-1/2"  button  from  the  1961 
inauguration  of  John  F.  Kennedy  and  Lyndon  B.  Johnson. 


SUBMISSIONS~7'/7/s  is  your  publication.  Please  feel  free  to 
share  your  ideas,  suggestions,  illustrations  and  stories.  The  Keynoter 
is  delighted  to  share  pictures  of  interesting  political  Americana  with 
its  readers.  When  submitting  an  illustration,  send  it  as  an  .eps,  .jpg 
or  .pdf  file  to  mkelly@mcc.edu.  Illustrations  should  be  in  color  and 
submitted  in  digital  format  with  at  least  300  dpi  resolution  (prefer- 
ably higher).  Files  must  be  created  at  100%  of  actual  size  or  larger 
(smaller  risks  loosing  clarity).  Digital  electronic  images  should  be 
saved  to  a  minimum  of  300  dpi  as  TIF,  GIG,  JPEG  or  EPS  files,  prefer- 
ably In  Adobe  Photoshop. 

If  you  don't  have  access  to  a  scanner  or  high-resolution  digital 
camera,  you  can  take  your  items  to  graphic  service  bureaus,  such  as 
Kinko's,  and  have  them  scanned  in  the  specification  mentioned 
above.  You  can  then  send  the  file  by  e-mail,  on  a  CD  or  on  a  zip 
disk.  If  sending  by  zip  disk,  please  supply  return  address. 


ILLUSTRATIONS-The  editor  wishes  to  thanks  the  following  for 
providing  illustrations  for  this  issue;  Al  Anderson,  Larry  Brokofsky, 
Germaine  Broussard,  Robert  Fratkin,  Tom  French,  David  and  Janice 
Frent,  Harvey  Goldberg,  hieritage  Auctions,  John  Vargo  and 
Mark  Warda. 


Michael  Kelly 
Editor 


The  Keynoter  •  Spring  201  1 


1 


Congratulations  all  on  an  amazing  issue! 
As  an  Air  Force  daughter.  Army  and  Navy 
granddaughter.  Navy  niece  and  a 
Coastiecousin  I  look  forward  to  sharing 
this  issue  and  a  hobby  I  love  with  my 
father,  uncle  and  cousin! 

On  an  even  more  personal  note  -  for  my 
father's  birthday  this  past  February.  I  was 
lucky  enough  to  find  a  satin  pillow  cover 
for  the  Army  Air  Corps  at  Olmstead  - 
which  is  the  proud  home  of  the  1 93rd 
SOW.  where  he  proudly  served  with 
distinction  for  nearly  30  years. 


Thank  you  for  this  issue! 
Melissa  A.  Frey  (APIC  #16280) 
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Can  You  Believe  SO  Years? 


By  Harvey  Goldberg 


Fifty  years  ago  -  half  a 
century  -  John  Fitzgerald 
Kennedy  was  inaugurated  as 
the  35th  President  of  the 
United  States:  January  20, 
1 96 1 .  The  vast  majority  of 
Americans  of  all  ages  are 
aware  of  Kennedy's  inaugu- 
ral address  and  the  now 
famous  quotation,  "And  so 
my  fellow  Americans,  ask 
not  what  your  country  can 
do  for  you;  ask  what  you  can 
do  for  your  country..."  If 
you  do  a  search  on  the 
Internet,  90%  of  the  items 
that  come  up  deal  with  the 
speech,  pushing  all  of  the 
other  events  to  the  side- 
lines. 


(The  JInaugucal  Cotninithrc 

oHoliu  IFttzgecalft  ^EnncftiJ 

„.,^^^,./^„/ ./  //,.i/,„u./!/L/^../.'J„,r, 

Jlynliun  IBaiiics  (jfolinsan 


.//„, 


presidential! 


But  there  was  much  more.  Events  began  on  Wednesday,  January  1 8,  and 
continued  through  late  Friday  night,  January  20,  1 96 1 .  As  one  columnist  sug- 
gested, "Washington  was  preparing  for  the  celebration  of  the  year  -  maybe  the  century". 

Wednesday  afternoon  and  evening  started  the  festivities  with  a  Reception  for  Distinguished  Ladies  (by  invitation  only)  at  the 
National  Gallery  of  Art.  This  was  followed  by  a  reception  honoring  Vice  President-Elect  and  Mrs.  Johnson  at  the  Statler  Hilton 
Hotel,  as  well  as  a  Young  Democrats'  reception  and  dance  at  the  Mayflower  Meanwhile,  the  President-Elect  spent  time  with 

speech-writer  Theodore  Sorensen,  fine-tuning  his  address. 

Weather  forecasters  had  predicted  light  snow  turning  to  rain  on  the  eve  of  the  inaugura- 
tion, but  it  turned  into  an  8-1/2"  snowfall  that  buried  Washington,  D.C..  But  the  Army  Corps 
of  Engineers  stationed  at  nearby  Fort  Belvoir  were  ordered  into  action.  By  7  p.m.  on  the 
19th,  nearly  2,000  troops  were  performing  a  massive  cleanup  effort  at  the  Capitol  and  along 
the  parade  route  that  continued  throughout  the  night.  Meanwhile,  temperatures  continued  to 
drop  into  the  20s  with  wind  chill  near  zero. 

The  National  Weather  Service  reported:  "More  than  eight  inches  of  snow  fell  and  caused 
the  nnost  crippling  traffic  jam  (for  its  time).  Hundreds  of  cars  were  marooned  and  abandoned.  The 
president-elect  had  to  cancel  dinner  plans  and,  in  a  struggle  to  keep  other  commitments,  is  report- 
ed to  have  had  only  4  hours  of  sleep.  Former  President  Herbert  Hoover  was  unable  to  fly  into 
Washington  National  Airport  due  to  the  weather  and  he  had  to  miss  the  swearing-in  ceremony " 

On  Thursday  afternoon  all  of  the  states  were  hosted  with  a  Governor's  Reception  at  the 
Sheraton-Park  Hotel.  That  evening  guests  -  along  with  the  President-Elect  and  Mrs.  Kennedy 
-  attended  the  Inaugural  Concert.  After  the  concert,  the  Democratic  National  Committee 
hosted  the  Inaugural  Gala  at  the  National  Guard  Armory. 


1 
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SECTION  D 

ROW  12 
SEAT  1_ 

NATIONAL  GUARD  ARMORY^' 

WASHINSTON.  D.  C. 

THE  INAUGURAL  6ALA 

JAN. 

19 

mi 

THURSDAY  IVENINC 

JAN. 

19 

IHI 

GUESTS  MUST  BE  SEATED  BY 
t:40  P.M.              BIACK  TIE 

Not  even  the  notorious  blizzard  that  had  paralyzed  Washington  earli- 
er could  keep  the  show  from  going  on.  But  the  extravagant  lineup  of 
entertainers  was  delayed  for  nearly  two  hours.  The  Kennedys  arrived 
after  attending  the  National  Symphony's  Inaugural  Concert  at 
Constitution  Hall. 

The  1961  Inaugural  Gala  was  produced  by  Frank  Sinatra.  Sinatra  had 
long  been  a  friend  and  avid  supporter 
of  John  Kennedy  when  the  young  Senator  was 
elected  President  in  I960;  in  fact,  the  president-elect 
spent  two  nights  at  Sinatra's  house  in  Palm  Springs  only  a  few 
days  after  winning  the  election.  So  in  December  I960,  Kennedy  asked 
Sinatra  and  Peter  Lawford — who  was  married  to  Kennedy's  sister  Patricia — to  produce  and 
perform  at  an  inaugural  gala  to  take  place  on  January  19,  the  night  before  Kennedy's  inaugu- 
ration. 

Sinatra  and  Lawford  flew  to  Washington  on  Kennedy's  private  plane,  and  lined  up  an 
extensive  slate  of  performers.  He  wanted  Laurence  Olivier,  who  was  appearing  on  Broadway 
in  "Becket,"  and  Ethel  Merman,  who  was  doing  the  same  in  "Gypsy,"  so  he  bought  all  the 
seats  for  both  shows  that  night.  He  brought  in  a  team  of  writers,  including  famed  radio 
broadcaster  Norman  Corwin,  and  had  special  material  prepared  by  one  of  his  favorite  song- 
writing  teams,  Sammy  Cahn  and  Jimmy  Van  Heusen. 

Old  Blue  Eyes  lined  up  stars  from 
Broadway,  film,  television  and  the  clas- 
sical arts.  Many  of  Sinatra's  close 
friends  participated  -  including  most 
of  the  "Rat  Pack",  but  there  were  a 
few  noticeable  absences.  Dean  Martin 
was  busy  shooting  a  movie,  and  the 
Kennedys  asked  that  Sammy  Davis,  Jr. 
not  perform.  His  recent  interracial 
wedding  had  made  Davis  a  prime  tar- 
get for  conservatives'  criticism.  It  was 
not  known  until  much  later  that  the 
order  originally  came  from 
Ambassador  Joseph  R  Kennedy.  Many  of 
the  participants  felt  Davis'  absence  was  unfair  and  improper. 

The  show  kicked  off  with  the  orchestra  performing  Leonard  Bernstein's  "A  Fanfare  for 
Inauguration,"  followed  by  "Stars  and  Stripes  Forever",  and  the  entire  cast  performed 
"Walking  Down  to  Washington."  serenaded  the  entrance  of  JFK  and  Vice-President-elect 
Lyndon  Johnson  were  greeted  with  "Anchors  Aweigh".  Mahalia  Jackson  sang  the  "Star- 
Spangled  Banner;"  Sinatra  performed  and  he  was  followed  by  a  skit  featuring  Bette  Davis, 
Frederic  March,  Sidney  Poitier,  Laurence  Olivier  and  Anthony  Quinn.  Joey  Bishop  took  the 

stage.  Louis  Prima  and  Keely  Smith  performed,  followed  by  Juliet  Prowse  with  the  Tom  Hanson  Dancers.  Opera  singer  Helen 
Traubel  sang  as  did  Ella  Fitzgerald;  then  Pat  Suzuki,  then  Gene  Kelly,  then  Alan  King,  then  Sinatra  again,  then  Peter  Lawford. 

And  that  was  just  Act  I.  After  intermission,  the  performers  included  Ethel  Merman,  Janet  Leigh  and  Tony  Curtis,  Nat  King 
Cole,  Jimmy  Durante,  Harry  Belafonte,  Milton  Berle,  Eleanor  Roosevelt,  and  addresses  by  both  LBJ  and  JFK.  Kennedy  later  said, 
afterwards,  ""I'm  proud  to  be  a  Democrat,  because  since  the  time  of  Thomas  Jefferson,  the  Democratic  Party  has  been  identi- 
fied with  the  pursuit  of  excellence,  and  we  saw  excellence  tonight.  The  happy  relationship  between  the  arts  and  politics  which 
has  characterized  our  long  history  I  think  reached  culmination  tonight." 
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The  President  praised  on  Sinatra,  noting  "You  cannot  imagine  the 
work  he  has  done  to  make  this  show  a  success"  and  calling  Sinatra  "a 
great  friend."  Sinatra  appreciated  Kennedy's  words.  But  by  the  I970's 
Sinatra  was  supporting  the  GOP  The  next  time  he  produced  an 
Inaugural  Gala  it  was  his  old  friend  and  former  fellow  actor  Ronald 
Reagan. 

By  the  time  the  gala  and  an  after-party  were  all  over,  Kennedy  would 
have  just  a  few  hours  of  sleep  before  the  very  busy  schedule  for 
Inauguration  Day  began. 

JFK  and  Ike  met  at  the  White  House  for  the  traditional  ride  to  the 
Inaugural  ceremony.  The  outgoing 


Eisenhower  viewed  his  successor  as 
"Little  Boy  Blue".  He  would  later  note  disapproval  over  Kennedy's  inaugural  address  which 
conflicted  greatly  with  his  own  farewell  address  to  the  nation  given  two  days  earlier. 
Eisenhower  warned  against  the  "growing  power  of  the  military-industrial  complex"  as 
opposed  to  Kennedy's  statements  that  America  would  "pay  any  price,  bear  any  burden, 
meet  any  hardship,  support  any  friend,  oppose  any  foe,  to  assure  the  survival  and  the  suc- 
cess of  liberty." 

Around  12:30  p.m.  on  January  20,  Vice  President-Elect  Johnson  was  sworn  in  by 
Speaker  of  the  House  Sam  Rayburn,  followed  shortly  thereafter  by  Kennedy's  taking  the 
oath  of  office  from  Chief  Justice  Earl  Warren.  After  the  applause,  Kennedy  welcomed  poet 
Robert  Frost  to  the  podium.  The  87  year-old  Frost  had  written  a  poem  for  the  occasion 
called  "Dedication."  But  blinded  by  the  sun's  glare  on  the  snow-covered  Capitol  grounds,  he  was  unable  to  read  it.  Instead  he 
recited  from  memory  "The  Gift  Outright,"  a  poem  he  had  written  in  1 942.  Frost  was  the  first  poet  to  take  part  in  a  presidential 
inauguration. 

Kennedy's  inaugural  address  has  been  called  by  some  historians  one  of  the  finest  ever 
delivered.  He  spoke  for  just  under  14  minutes.  His  premise  was  to  inspire  the  country  and 
at  the  same  time  send  a  message  to  other  nations,  defining  his  stance  on  the  Cold  War  and 
his  hope  for  peace.  Kennedy  sought  ideas  from  many  different  individuals  and  sources,  but 
he  also  wanted  to  be  brief  (1,364  words  total)  and  told  speechwriter  Ted  Sorensen,  "I 
don't  want  people  to  think  I'm  a  windbag." 

Although  the  "Ask  Not"  phrase  is  the  most-often  quoted,  there  were  many  others 
which  made  Kennedy's  words  so  striking,  including  these: 

•  "...the  belief  that  the  rights  of  man  come  not  from  the  generosity  of  the  state,  but 
from  the  hand  of  God." 

•  "Let  the  word  go  forth  that  the  torch  has  been  passed  to  a  new  generation  of 

Americans." 

•  "Let  every  nation  know...  that  we  shall  pay  any  price,  bear  any  burden,  meet  any 
hardship,  support  any  friend,  oppose  any  foe,  to  assure  the  survival  and 
the  success  of  liberty." 

•  "The  world  is  very  different  now.  For  man  holds  in  his  mortal  hands  the  power  to 
abolish  all  forms  of  human  poverty  and  all  forms  of  human  life." 

•  "Let  us  never  negotiate  out  of  fear.  But  let  us  never  fear  to  negotiate." 

•  "Ask  not  what  your  country  can  do  for  you  -  ask  what  you  can  do  for  your  country" 

•  "For  only  when  our  arms  are  sufficient  beyond  doubt  can  we  be  certain  beyond  doubt  that  they  will  never  be  employed." 

•  "All  this  will  not  be  finished  in  the  first  1 00  days.  Nor  will  it  be  finished  in  the  first  1 ,000  days,  nor  in  the  life  of  this 
Administration,  nor  even  perhaps  in  our  lifetime  on  this  planet.  But  let  us  begin." 

•  "...let  us  go  forth  to  lead  the  land  we  love,  asking  His  blessing  and  His  help,  but  knowing  that  here  on  earth  God's  work 
must  truly  be  our  own. " 
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2-1/4"  Celluloid  worn  by 
PT- 1 09  crew  members  at 
the  inauguration. 


A  very  good  analysis  of  his  speech 
can  be  found  in  Thurston  Clark's  Ask  Not: 
The  Inauguration  of  John  F.  Kennedy  and  the 
Speech  That  Changed  America  (Henry  Holt 
&  Company,  2004). 

The  inaugural  parade  stepped  off 
from  the  Capitol  shortly  after  Kennedy's 
address.  The  theme  of  the  parade  was 
"World  Peace  Through  New  Frontiers". 
Among  the  groups  that  followed  the  VIP 
vehicles  in  the  parade  were  units  from  all 
of  the  military  academies,  bands,  state 

delegations,  and  a  special 
surprise  float  with  "PT- 
109"  and  the  surviving 
crew  members.  Back  at 
the  White  House  after 


the  parade,  Kennedy  mentioned  to  incoming  special  assistant  Richard 
Goodwin,  "Dick,  did  you  see  the  Coast  Guard  contingent  in  the  parade? 
There  was  not  a  single  black  face  in  that  delegation,  and  I  want  you  to  do 
something  about  it  right  away."  A  few  months  later  the  Coast  Guard 
Academy  was  desegregated. 
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Then  there  were  the 
inaugural  balls  -  five  of 
them.  They  largest  of  these 
was  held  at  the  National 
Guard  Armory,  the  others 
at  the  Mayflower,  Statler- 
Hilton,  Shoreham,  and 
Sheraton-Park  Hotels.  The  term 
"ball"  is  a  misnomer.  Mostly  they 
are  very  crowded  gatherings 
where  there  is  little  room  to 
dance  and  the  music  is  often 
overridden  by  thousands  of  peo- 
ple talking.  But  being  in  the  pres- 
ence of  many  VI  Ps  made  it 
worthwhile.  The  President  and 
First  Lady  dutifully  make  their 
appearances  at  each  one  of  the 
sanctioned  events,  sometimes 
staying  a  brief  time  before  mov- 
ing on  to  the  next  one.  The  pur- 
pose was  and  still  is  to  celebrate 
a  new  beginning,  and  we  have  a 
need  for  ceremony  at  all  the 
important  events  in  our  lives. 

The  Kennedy  Inaugural  had  quite  a  few  "firsts": 

1st  president  to  be  inaugurated  on  the  Capitol's  extended  East  Front. 
1st  time  that  a  Speaker  of  the  House  administered  the  oath  of  office  to  the  Vice 
President. 

1st  time  a  poet  (Robert  Frost)  participated  in  the  official  ceremonies  at  the  Capitol. 
1st  time  both  parents  of  the  president-elect  attended  their  son's  inauguration. 
The  1st  Catholic  elected  president,  Kennedy  used  a  Catholic  version  of  the  Bible  for 
his  oath. 

I  st  time  Army  flame  throwers  were  used  to  clear  snow  from  Pennsylvania  Avenue. 
I  st  appearance  of  the  Air  Force  Academy  Band  in  the  parade. 
I  st  time  that  the  parade  was  televised  in  color 
I  st  inauguration  celebrated  with  five  balls. 
(The  record  to  date  is  held  by  Bill  Clinton  with  14!) 
Last  president  to  wear  traditional  stovepipe  hat  to  the 
inauguration. 
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Bright  and  early  on  January  21,  1 96 1 ,  President  Kennedy 
entered  the  Oval  Office  for  his  first  official  day  on  the  job.  Fifty 
years  after  Kennedy's  inauguration  the  memories  that  remain  take  j^^^^RQ^ 
us  back  to  a  time  when  everything  seemed  possible,  when  a 
politician  could  grab  the  imagination  of  the  entire  nation.  Those 
who  were  there  knew  at  the  time  that  it  was  special  and  even 
though  Kennedy's  presidency  was  brief,  his  impact  still  endures. 
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THE  INAUGURAL  MEDALS 

The  official  JFK  Inaugural  Medal  (a)  was  designed  by  Paul  Manship  and 
manufactured  by  the  Medallic  Art  Company  of  New  York  City.  7,500  of 
the  70mm  medals  were  produced  in  silver,  more  than  53,000  in  bronze. 
One  gold  specimen  was  produced  for  President  Kennedy.  Vice  President 
Johnson  wanted  his  portrait  on  an  inaugural  medal  and  complained  about  it. 
Tradition  was  that  only  the  President's  portrait  was  used  but  the  Inaugural 
Committee  had  the  Robbins  Company  of  Attleboro,  Massachusetts,  design 
and  create  a  70mm  jugate  medal  (b),  designed  by  Gilroy  Roberts  and 
patterned  after  the  souvenir  charms  that  were  given  out  as  souvenirs  (c). 
These  medals  listed  LBJ  as  the  "38th  Vice  President".  The  error  was 
discovered  and  corrected  medals  were  quickly  struck  identifying  him  as 
the  "37th  VP".  Johnson  received  a  gold  specimen  and  appeared  satisfied. 
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"...the  belief  that  the  rights  of  man 
come  not  from  the  generosity  of  the 
state,  but  from  the  hand  of  God." 
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KEYNOTER 

Thank  you! 

The  Keynoter  would  like  to  thank  our 
advertisers  for  their  support  and 
encouragement.  Without  you,  this  publication 
would  not  be  possible.  We  hope  all  our 
readers  will  patronize  our  advertisers, 
as  they  support  your  hobby. 
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U.S.  Government  Al/nt  medal. 


Theodore  Roosevelt  items 

Tom  Peeling 

P.O.  Box  6661  •  West  Palm  Beach,  Fla.  33405-0661 

(561)585-1351 -TRbuttons@aol.com  ^^.^^  ^. 
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"Let  every  nation  know,,,  that  we  shall  pay  any  price,  bear  any  burden, 
meet  any  hardship,  support  any  friend,  oppose  any  foe,  to  assure  the 
survival  and  the  success  of  liberty" 
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"All  this  will  not  be  finished  in 
the  first  1 00  days.  Nor  will  it 
be  finished  in  the  first  1,000 
days,  nor  in  the  life  of  this 
Administration,  nor  even 
perhaps  in  our  lifetime  on  this 
planet.  But  let  us  begin." 
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"The  world  is  very  different  now. 
For  man  tiolds  in  fi/s  mortal 
hands  the  power  to  abolish  all 
forms  of  human  poverty  and  all 
forms  of  human  life." 
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"Let  the  word  go  forth  that 

the  torch  has  been  passed  to 
a  new  generation  of  Americans," 
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Forty  Years  Against  the  Tide 
George  W.  Norris 


By  Larry  Brokofsky 


NORRIS 


FOR 


PRESIDENT 


Born  in  Sandusky  County,  Ohio  in  1861  as  the  I  Ith  child  of  poor,  uneducated  farmers  of  Scots-Irish 
and  Pennsylvania  Dutch  descent,  the  personal  life  of  George  W.  Norns  was  very  much  a  living  tragedy. 
His  father  had  passed  away  when  he  was  four  years  old,  an  older  brother  had  been  killed  in  the  Civil 
War,  his  first  wife  died  giving  birth  to  their  third  daughter,  and  his  second  wife  bore  him  a  set  of  twin 
boys,  who  died  shortly  after  birth.  Even  with  all  of  these  tragic  events,  he  rose  above  them  and  became  a 
legend  in  the  House  and  Senate. 

He  put  himself  through  law  school,  earning  his  LL.B.  degree  at  Valparaiso  University  in  1 883,  and 
two  years  after  receiving  the  degree,  he  moved  to  Nebraska  and  opened  a  law  office  in  the  small  town  of  Beaver  City.  About  a 
year  later,  he  moved  to  McCook,  Nebraska.  He  practiced  law,  and  became  a  three-term  prosecuting  attorney  of  Furnas 
County.  He  also  sen/ed  as  a  judge  of  Nebraska's  Fourteenth  Judicial  District  for  seven  years.  His  influence  was  deeply  felt  all 
across  the  south  central  part  of  the  state,  but  over  the  next  forty  years,  he  would  influence  the  whole  country.  Norris  would 
serve  under  seven  presidents  --  from  Teddy  through  Franklin  Roosevelt  —  with  five  terms  in  the  U.S.  House  followed  by  and  five 
terms  in  the  U.S.  Senate. 

With  his  election  to  the  U.S.  House  of  Representatives  from  the  5th  congressional  district  of  Nebraska  in  1902,  he  began  his 
"Stamp  on  America"  journey.  He  won  his  first  election  by  securing  the  help  of  the  railroads  but  broke  with  them  in  I  906  when 
he  supported  President  Teddy  Roosevelt's  plans  to  regulate  rates  for  shippers  and  merchants,  despite  the  fact  that  many  of  them 
resided  in  his  district. 

In  1 9 1 0,  he  led  a  House  revolt  against  Speaker  Joe  Cannon  and  the  near-absolute  powers  that  the  speaker  wielded.  By  a 
vote  of  191  to  156,  the  house  created  a  new  system  in  which  seniority  would  automatically  move  members  ahead  by  seniority 
rather  than  by  the  wishes  of  the  leadership. 

Then  in  I  9 1  I ,  he  assisted  in  the  creation  of  the  National  Progressive  Republican  League  and  severed  as  its  first  vice  presi- 
dent. He  originally  supported  Robert  M.  La  Follette,  Sr.  for  president  in  1912,  but  later  switched  to  Teddy  Roosevelt. 

When  Roosevelt  bolted  the  Republican  convention,  he  refused  to  bolt  and  join  Roosevelt's  Progressive  Party,  but  instead 
returned  home  and  ran  for  the  Senate  as  a  Republican.  He  was  elected  by  a  wide  margin. 

He  was  an  ardent  supporter  of  the  direct  election  of  senators,  and  the  conversion  of  all  state 
legislatures  to  the  unicameral  system.  The  conversion  of  all  states  to  a  unicameral  system  did  not 
come  to  pass.  It  did  however,  with  his  help  and  writing  of  the  bill,  it  was  eventually  implemented  in 
Nebraska  in  1934,  and  it  still  remains  the  only  state  with  a  one-house  legislature. 

After  arriving  in  the  Senate  in  1 9 1 2,  he  ended  up  supporting  some  of  President  Wilson's  pro- 
grams, but  also  became  a  die-hard  isolationist.  He  feared  that  the  bankers  were  manipulating  the 
country  into  war.  When  it  came  time  for  a  vote  on  whether  or  not  to  go  to  war  with  Germany,  he 
was  one  of  only  six  senators  to  vote  against  the  declaration. 

He  felt  that  "War  brings  no  prosperity  to  the  great  mass  of  common  and  patriotic  citizens. .  .War  brings  prosperity  to  the 
stock  gambler  on  Wall  Street  -  to  those  who  are  already  in  possession  of  more  wealth  than  can  be  realized  or  enjoyed."  But  he 
did  state  that  if  America  did  vote  to  go  to  war,  he  would  do  all  in  his  power  to  see  that  America  was  successful  in  defeating  the 
enemy. 

In  1 9 1 9,  he  joined  with  the  "irreconciiables"  who  were  vehemently  opposed  to  the  Treaty  of  Versailles  and  the  League  of 
Nations. 
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In  a  letter  to  Walter  Locke,  editor  of  the 
Nebraska  State  journal,  he  wrote  in  part,  "We  ought 
to  disarm  Germany  completely.  We  ought  to  disarm 
Turkey  completely.  We  ought  to  disarm  Austria.  We 
ought  to  destroy  every  fort  along  every  international 
boundary  line  in  Europe.  This  would  be  an  easy  thing 
to  do  if  we  and  our  allies  would  announce  that  it  must 
be  done.  And  when  it  is  done,  we  ought  to  follow  the 
example  by  disarming  ourselves.  No  nation  ought  to 
keep  a  navy  larger  than  is  necessary  to  do  police  duty. 
If  the  world  is  disarmed,  and  remains  disarmed,  there 
will  be  no  more  world  wars.  If  these  leading  nations 
would  agree,  in  addition  to  this,  that  an  international 
court  of  arbitration  should  be  set  up,  that  no  nation 
should  engage  in  conquest,  that  no  secret  treaty 
would  be  entered  into  or  recognized,  the  danger  of 
war  would  be  as  completely  averted  as  it  is  possible 
for  human  beings  to  avert  it.  The  Constitution  ought 
to  specifically  state  that  every  nation  is  left  entirely 
independent  and  supreme  in  its  internal  affairs,  such 
as  regulating  emigration  and  all  other  similar  matters." 

As  time  passed,  he  earned  enough  seniority  that 
he  was  rewarded  with  the  chairmanship  of  the 
Agriculture  and  Forestry  and  the  Judiciary  commit- 
tees. He  was  a  leader  of  the  "Farm  Bloc"  and  advo- 
cated the  rights  of  labor,  and  sponsored  the  "Lame 
Duck"  twentieth  Amendment  to  the  U.S.  constitu- 
tion. This  amendment  provided  that  congress  con- 
vene in  January  following  the  election  in  November, 
instead  of  months  later  It  also  advanced  the  presiden- 
tial inauguration  from  March  to  January. 

He  also  proposed  to  abolish  the  Electoral  College.  In  the  I920's  he  was  not  successful  on  the  Electoral  College  initiative 
but  did  block  Henry  Ford's  proposals  to  modernize  the  Tennessee  Valley,  as  he  felt  that  it  was  a  job  that  the  government  should 
handle,  not  private  enterprise. 

He  received  his  seniority  basically  because  he  was  a  nominal  Republican,  and  that  party  was  in  power.  However,  Norris  rou- 
tinely attacked  and  voted  against  the  Republican  administrations  of  Harding,  Coolidge,  and  Hoover.  He  even  supported 
Democrats  Al  Smith  in  1928  and  Franklin  Roosevelt  in  1932.  Within  the  Republican  regulars,  he  was  referred  to  as  being  one  of 
the  "sons  of  the  wild  jackass."  This  would  come  back  to  haunt  him  in  his  re-election  bid  in  1942. 

From  about  1918  to  1933,  he  had  advocated  that  the  federal  government  build  dams  in  the  Tennessee  River  Valley  to  pro- 
vide jobs,  low  cost  electricity  to  an  impoverished  area  and  to  create  a  model  for  public  power  programs  elsewhere.  Both 
President  Coolidge  and  Hoover  vetoed  his  bills.  He  fought  on,  and  earned  the  nick  name  of  "Great  Insurgent." 

After  Franklin  Roosevelt  was  elected  in  1932,  as  part  of  the  first  hundred  days  of  the  New  Deal,  Congress  again  enacted  his 
bill  and  President  Roosevelt  signed  the  Tennessee  Valley  Authority  (TVA),  into  law.  Under  this  law,  the  government  built  hydro- 
electric dams  and  powerhouses,  replanted  forests,  and  brought  electricity  to  the  remote  areas,  greatly  enhancing  the  lives  of  the 
people  working  and  residing  there.  The  first  dam  that  was  constructed  after  the  passage  of  this  bill  was  named  "Norris  Dam"  in 
his  honor. 


Ncbrn.ski.ns  Know  Norris-S.,  l)„  q^i.^.^ 
"Mr.  Norris  is  in  a  class  by  himself.  He  k  the  one  independent 

--NfU'  York  Time-i. 

•■Noni-s  of  Ncbr.Lsli.i  is  Hmr  than  ;mv  ix.lilicil  p.,rly.  lie  \ns.  stl  j  pace  (nr  the  tw 
p.irlii-s  III  fnllnw.  own  if  tliiy  had  lo  (iillow  hie,ilhli<o.|y  ..ml  iinwllinaly.' 

--St.  Umis  Suir-Times. 

■  Yiniiii;  sciv.itiirs  who  sImiiKI  he  protecting  ilenicK-r.iev  s;U  hy  silent  or  Idt  the 
chamlHT  Tho  vctt'rmi  Norris  nKkhI  up  to  hatlU-  for  the  diijnily  and  ftcedmn  ol 
till-  omrts.  Mr  took  his  old  place  on  the  firin«  line  and  nude  a  viiioroui  three- 
hour  s|KVth  thiit  «as  a  niastcrpiive  of  solid  iliinkinR." 

-  -  Si.  Louis  Post  Dispatch. 

••\Vc-  join  riu'  national  clioriis  for  (icorKC  W.  Norris." 

Detroit  Netw. 

II  -  .mesritv.  coiirano.  and  lil>er.illsm  are  qualities  wh.eh  are  rcHnKni/,cd." 

--Springfidii  lielmhlkan. 
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Keep  Nebraska's  Great  tiberal 
r,eo.W.NorrisontheJobintheU.S.Sen.^ 
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NORRIS 


"(Jc».>rj;c  W  .  N'orri*  is  the  Con^^cicncc 
"  <.>t  the  Senate" 


Keep  Nebraska's  Great 
Liberal  on  the  Job 


After  seeing  success  in  the 
Tennessee  Valley  Authority,  he  turned  his 
attention  to  the  rest  of  the  country. 
Having  grown  up  poor  and  spending 
time  in  rural  areas  of  Ohio  and 
Nebraska,  he  well  knew  the  needs  of 
those  living  on  farms  and  in  rural  areas. 
In  1936.  FDR  created  the  Rural 

Electrification  Administration  (REA).  by  executive  order.  To  secure  funds  for  the  formation  of  the  REA,  FDR  took  a  SlOO  million 
of  work  relief  funds  and  set  them  aside  for  REA. 

Another  act  passed  that  year  was  the  Norris-LaGuardia  Act  (co-sponsored  with  another  insurgent  Republican,  Fiorello 
LaGuardia  of  New  York  City).  This  act  restricted  the  use  of  injunctions  in  labor  disagreements.  It  also  outlawed  the  practice  of 
requiring  prospective  employees  not  to  ]oin  a  labor  union  as  a  condition  of  employment  (the  so  called  yellow-dog  contract). 

For  all  of  his  work  on  the  TVA  and  with  the  REA,  Time  magazine  profiled  him  on  the  cover  of  its  January  I  I .  I  937  edition. 
In  1936,  Norris  and  the  Republican  Party  parted  ways.  It  was  caused  by  the  fact  that  his  seniority  meant  nothing  when  his 
party  was  now  in  the  minority  while  the  Democrats  offered  him  a  chance  to  keep  his  chairmanships.  He  ran  for  re-election  as 
an  independent  with  Democratic  support  and  was  again  elected.  So  badly  did  the  Democrats  want  his  victory  that  Franklin 
Roosevelt  actively  campaigned  for  his  re-election. 

Norris  did  not  always  agree  with  what  President  Roosevelt  wanted;  he  actively  opposed  Roosevelt's  attempt  to  pack  the 
Supreme  Court  and  railed  against  corrupt  patronage.  When  he  was  up  for  re-election  in  1  942,  he  was  not  able  to  secure 
Democratic  support,  and  lost  to  Republican  Kenneth  S.  Wherry. 

After  losing  the  election  in  1942,  he  returned  to  his  home  in  McCook.  and  passed  away  there  on  September  2.  1944. 

He  wrote  his  own  autobiography  and  titled  it  Fighting  Liberal.  In  I  96  I .  Nebraska  created  the  Nebraska  Hall  of  Fame,  and 
Norris  was  the  first  person  inducted.  Also  in  I  96  I ,  the  U.S.  Post  Office  issued  a  commemorative  stamp  in  his  honor  on  the 
1 00th  anniversary  of  his  birth.  One  impressive  tribute  was  his  inclusion  as  one  of  the  eight  senators  profiled  in  John  F  Kennedy's 
book  Profiles  in  Courage. 

This  is  but  a  small  sample  of  what  this  man  was  and  did.  1  would  encourage  you  to  read  his  book  to  learn  more.  He  was  a 
liberal  that  wasn't  afraid  to  say  he  was  a  liberal. 


APIC  Announces  The  2012  Mark  Jacobs 
Smithsonian  Internship  Program 

6-\veek  summer  internship  at  the  Smithsonian  Institution.  Washington.  DC 

Open  10  graduating  high  school,  full-time  college  or  graduate  students 

Historj  or  political  science  majors  of  good  character  desired 

Housing  at  George  Washington  University 

.Modest  weekly  stipend 

Application  Deadline:  January  14.2012 

Call  or  w  rite  for  application  &  more  information: 

NORMAN  LOEWTNSTERN 
2002  CANONGATE.  HOUSTON,  TX  77056 
1-866-789-8640  ~  nloe\venstern@ swst.com 
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Woodrow  Wilson  Presidential 
Campaign  Items  Wanted 


w 

The  Political  Banner 


Buying  &  Selling 
Presidential/Political  Buttons,  3-D 
and  Autographs  a  priority 


LOOKING  FOR  LINCOLN  CAMPAIGN  ITEMS 


Bren  Price,  Sr. 

27  Brookshire  Court.  E.  Amherst,  NY  14051 

716-440-6865 

E-mail:  bpricesr@aoI.com 
Web:  www.politicalbanner.com 


Always  looking  for 

THE  &  THE  UMUSi  !| 

I 

Aggressively  buying  vintage  dimensional  | 
campaign  items  for  my  collection.  China,  j 
pottery,  cloth,  display  items,  flags,  prints,  \ 
etc.  Single  items  or  collections.  < 


WANTED 

Political  6&  Historical  Memorabilia 

Pin  backs 
Ribbons 
Medals 
Banners 
Textiles 
Postcards 
Suffrage 
Cause 
Civil  War 
Photography 
Liverpool 
Staffordshire 
Lusterware 


Best  Prices  Paid! 
Ron  Puechner 

533  E.  Park  Ave. 
Gilbert,  AZ  85234 
480-577-9575 
ron.puechner(</ att.net 


Watch  for  my  ads  in  the  Political  Bandwagon 
or  contact  me  with  your  specific  wants. 


JACK  DIXEY 
350  Fairview  Ave. 
Canfield,  OH  44406 
(419)  610-9270 
dixeycityiimits@yahoo.com 
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Lick  Stamps:  Some  Political 
Detective  Work 


By  Mark  Warda 


enou^  weight  to  nuke  any  efiective  resistance  to  the  plan 

which  had  iln  inli  liiii  liii  liliil         in  l1 1  P  lii  caunu 

and  recojjsveOBed  by  the  President  and  SSCmjjy  of  the 
Treasa^T  Consternation  was  caused  at  the  meeting 

Drug  Trade  Conference  when  the  following  a»»er- 


In  a  group  of  Willkie  buttons  that  I  picked  up  in 
an  online  auction  there  was  an  unusual  button  that 
read  "Lick  The  Democrats  or  Lick  Stamps." 
However,  a  closer  look  at  the  button,  especially  at 
its  Bastian  Brothers  back  paper  told  me  it  was  too 
old  to  be  a  Willkie  item. 
But  the  miracle  that  is  the  Internet  quickly  told  me  what  it  was. 
Putting  the  slogan  in  a  search  engine  with  quotation  marks  around 
only  got  a  few  hits,  most  of  which  were  references  to  the  same 
2005  Hake  auction  in  which  the  button  was  listed  as  from  the  FDR 
era  and  sold  for  $5  1 .75 

The  answer  to  the  mystery  was  in  an  article  titled  "Congress 
Re-enacts  Stamp  Tax  measure"  in  the  January,  1916  issue  of  a  maga- 
zine called  The  Pharmaceutical  Era  which  said  that  a  meeting  of  the  National  Drug  Trade  Conference  was  shown  copies  of  an 
advertisement  in  the  Washington  Post  with  the  headline  "Lick  The  Democrats  or  Lick  Stamps"  which  opposed  extension  of  the 
emergency  stamp  tax  on  drugs. 

The  ad  said  that  it  would  be  a  "promising  Republican  campaign  slogan."  Thus  I  now  know  that  this  item  belongs  in  my  1916 
Hughes  collection,  not  my  Willkie  collection. 


oent  in  the  Washington  Post  was  shown  to  delegate 
disclaimed  any  responsibility  for  it: 

"UCK  THE  DEMOCRATS  OR  UCK  STAMPS" 

Looks  like  a  promising  Republican  campaign  slogan. 
'Re-enactment  of  Schedule  B  emergvocr  atsmp  tax  beyond  t 
ised  year  kills  another  American  industry,  for  which  Den 
rill  get  full  crediL 

CONDITIONS  PREVAIL  IN  CHEMIC 

Prices  ranglfl^faau^lOOto  600  percentj^Jjew^Iormal,  it  pays 
20  per  cent  upon  materBt^fw^^frf^^WfCblican  protection.  700 
pc-  cent  on  alcohol.  6  per  cent  of  total  sales  in  stamp  taxes.  All 
contributions  to  the  confiscatory  demanda  of  Schedule  B.  The 
despots  of  absolute  monarchy  would  do  no  worse  than  reftue 
K*«^«%(r  *n  thia  BtrnriAtiftlv  nv^rtflx^  InduitrT.    Taxation  withoiit 


Americals  QreatesJ  Rtotlrey^ 


WhoBloHed  Out  WhoBlotted  Out  Who  Will  Blot-  Out 


BRITISH  TYRANNY  ^M^jS.'V^jnV  THE  PAST FOVRY£ARS 


Caption:  Charleas  Evans  Hughes  desk  blotter  from  the  1916  presidential  campaign. 
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Congress  Re-enacts  Stamp  Tax  Measure 

Despite  Opposition  of  Drug  Trade  Revenue  Law  Passes 
With    VeryJa'iLittle    Effort— Other    Washington  Matters 


{By  our  own  Correspondent) 

WITH  the  opening  of  the  annual  session  of  Congress  on  Monday,  December  6,  followed  by  the 
reading  of  the  President's  message  on  national  preparedness  the  following  days  things  politi- 
cal and  legislative  began  to  hum  in  Washington,  and  matters  of  no  small  importance  to  the 
drug  trade  have  happened  in  the  routine  of  the  National  business. 

This  supply  is  expected  to  ar- 


Quite  th?  most  importint  event,  perhaps,  apart  from  th; 
meeting  of  the  National  Drug  Trade  Conference,  which  is 
fully  covered  in  another  part  of  this  issue,  was  the  re-enact- 
ment of  the  emergency  stamp  tax,  which  passed  the  House 
and  the  Senate  by  an  overwhelming  vote  and  was  promptly 
signed  by  President  Wilson  just  before  he  departed  on  his 
honeymoon.  The  opposition  of  the  National  Drug  Trade  Con- 
ference, the  National  Wholesale  Druggists'  Association,  thr 
National  Association  of  Retail  Druggists  and  the  M&nufac 
turing  Perfumers'  Association  of  the  United  States,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  protests  of  innumerable  smaller  organizations 
of  the  dcig  trade,  was  of  no  avail  in  preventing  the  passage 
of  the  measure.  Though  some  effort  was  made  to  limit  the 
re-enactment  for  a  three  or  six  months'  period,  it  hadn't 
enough  weight  to  make  any  effective  resistance  to  the  plan 
which  had  already  been  decided  upon  in  the  Democratic  caucus 
and  recommended  by  the  President  and  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury.  Consternation  was  caused  at  the  meeting  of  the 
National  Drug  Trade  Conference  when  the  following  adver- 
tisement in  the  Washington  Post  was  shown  to  delegate*, 
who  disclaimed  any  responsibility  for  it: 

"UCK  THE  DEMOCRATS  OE  UCK  STAMPS" 

Looks  like  >  promiting  Sepublican  csmpsiKu  ilogan. 

Re-enaciment  of  Schedule  B  emer(cac]r  itimp  tax  beyond  the 
promited  year  killi  another  American  industry,  for  which  Demo- 
crats will  get  full  credit. 

FAMINE  CONDITIONS  PREVAIL  IN  CHEMICAL  UNES. 

Price*  ranging  from  100  to  600  per  cent  above  normal,  it  pay* 
30  per  cent  upon  material*  free  under  Republican  protection.  703 
PC-  cent  on  aicohoI.  6  per  cent  of  total  aale*  In  atamp  taxe*.  All 
contributions  to  the  confiscatory  demand*  of  Schedule  B.  The 
de*pot*  of  absolute  monarchy  would  do  no  worse  than  refuse 
hearing  to  this  atrociously  overtaxed  induatrr.  Taxation  without 
representation  gave  birth  to  our  republic  Tni*  *pirit  for  juitice 
and  fair  play  still  lives.  The  crushing  of  an  honorable  industry 
for  the  benefit  of  foreign  rival*  i*  a  maddening  prospect  for 
over  SQ,000  druggists  and  over  half  a  million  dependent  em- 
ploye*. A  continuance  of  the  stamp  tax  beyond  the  promised 
year's  duration  is  a  breach  of  faith. 

SCHEDULE  "B"  OF  STAMP  TAX  SHOULD  BE  KILLED. 

It  is  said  that  the  tax  measure  was  passed  with  an  under- 
standing that  if  the  war  should  end  soon  and  a  renewal 
of  our  import  business  should  make  greater  returns  from 
the  customs  tariff  a  resolution  to  put  an  end  to  the  emerg- 
ency tax  might  be  considered  by  Congress.  As  the  Congres- 
sional session  will  probably  end  in  June  very  little  likelihood 
exists,  however,  of  the  drug  trade  being  relieved  of  this 
onerous  burden  before  January  1,  1917. 


try  for  at  least  six  months, 
rive  in  a  few  weeks. 

TN  his  annual  report  Commissioner  of  Internal  Revenue  W. 

H.  Osbom  made  the  following  recommendations  with  re- 
gard to  the  Harrison  anti-narcotic  law: 

First  A  tax  on  the  druRs  specified,  based  upon 
some  unit  of  weight,  such  tax  to  be  denoted  by  stamps 
af&xed  to  original  packages  or  containers,  and  that 
the  list  of  proscribed  drugs  be  extended  to  include 
chloral-hydrate  and  cazmabis  indica,  and  other  drugs 
having  the  same  general  properties,  with  a  clear  defi- 
nition of  "substitutes"  and  "synthetic  substitutes" 
for  such  drugs. 

Second.    The  repeal  of  section  6. 

Third.  That  registration  imder  this  law  shall  be 
limited  and  restricted  to  persons  lawfully  entitled 
under  State  hwi  to  dispense,  prescribe,  administer, 
or  have  in  possession  such  drugs. 

Fourth.  That  the  writing  of  prescriptions,  filling, 
keeping  records,  and  the  altering  or  forging  thereof, 
be  definitely  and  fully  covered  by  the  law  with 
adequate  provision  for  the  punishment  of  the  offenses 
denounced  therein,  and  providing  that  the  tax  im- 
posed upon  such  drugs  would  not  attach  to  such 
prescriptions  compounded  from  drugs  once  taxpaid. 

Fifth.  That  every  person  registered  under  the  pro- 
visions of  this  hiw  be  required  to  keep  record  of  all 
narcotic  drugs  purchased,  received,  dispensed,  dis- 
tributed, prescribed,  or  administered,  and  that  col- 
lectors of  internal  revenue  be  authorized  to  require 
sworn  statement  covering  such  registered  person's 
operations  in  these  drugs  for  a  given  period. 

Sixth.  That  all  of  the  general  provisions  of  the 
internal  revenue  statutes,  including  those  relating  to 
seizures  and  forfeitures,  be  extended  to  and  made  to 
apply  to  the  drugs  taxed  and  the  persons  upon  whom 
special  taxes  are  imposed  under  this  law. 

Seventh.  That  some  provision  be  made  for  the 
treatment,  either  by  Public  Health  Service,  or  such 
other  agency  as  may  be  designated,  of  indigent  per- 
sons unfortunately  addicted  to  the  use  of  these  drugs, 
where  the  operation  of  the  law  brings  about  condi- 
tions necessitating  such  treatment. 


CECRETARY  REDFIELD  declared  in  his  annual  report 

that  'h^   FiirnnMin   *o»n<-iM  wVitVh   Jr.   «h>  »,,...  u.._ 


HUGHES-DAY 
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The  Truman-Klan  Issue  of  the  1944 
Presidential  Campaign 


By  John  E.  Vargo 


VOTE  FOR 

DEWEY 


KILL  THE  KL&N 


On  the  morning  of  Friday,  November  3,  1 944  -  four  days  before 
Election  Day  -  residents  of  the  black  community  of  Harlem  awoke  to  find 
neighborhood  walls,  fences  and  billboards  covered  with  an  unusual  poster 
in  support  of  Republican  presidential  candidate  Thomas  E.  Dewey.  The 
wording  on  the  posters  was  blunt: 

VOTE  FOR  DEWEY 
KILL  THE  KLAN 

Even  more  blunt  was  the  large  cartoon  featured  on  the  poster.  It 
showed  Democratic  Vice-Presidential  nominee  Harry  S.  Truman  as  a 
robed,  hooded  member  of  an  armed  Ku  Klux  Klan  lynch  mob. 
Democratic  presidential  nominee  Franklin  D.  Roosevelt  was  pictured  with 
his  arm 
around  the 
night-shirted 


Truman, 
expressing 
his  pleasure 
at  having 
Truman  as 
his  running 
mate. 
The 


apparent  impetus  for  the  posters  was  a  series  of  articles  that  the 
Hearst  newspaper  chain  had  begun  to  run  about  a  week  earlier 
claiming  that  Truman  had  been  an  active  member  of  the  Klan  in  his 
hometown  of  Independence,  Missouri  in  1922-23.  As  described 
below,  those  claims  -  which  Truman  flatly  denied  -  were  based  on 
affidavits  and  other  statements  made  by  individuals  who  had  been 
officials  of  the  area  Klan  in  the  1920s. 

History  shows  that  after  Truman  became  president  in  April 
1 945,  he  advocated  a  robust  civil  rights  program  that  was  the 
antithesis  of  Klan  ideology,  and  he  gained  a  strong  following  in  the 
black      "munity.  Yet  voters  in  the  fall  of  1944  had  no  reason  to 
expect         esults  from  Truman.  Indeed,  for  a  number  of  rea- 
sons, the  c'i.  76  that  Truman  had  been  a  Klan  member  had  to  be 
of  serious  cc         ro  Democratic  campaign  operatives. 
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With  the  continued  nnigration  of  blacks  from  the  South  to  the  cities  of  the  Northeast  that  had  begun  in  World  War  I,  black 
voting  strength  in  the  that  region  had  arguably  reached  a  critical  mass.  The  1944  presidential  election  was  distinctive  not  only 
for  FDR's  fourth-term  candidacy  and  its  v\/artime  setting,  but  also  for  the  fact  that  it  v^as  the  first  in  which  black  voters  could 
have  a  real  say  in  the  outcome.  In  a  close  presidential  election  -  and  the  polls  in  the  fall  of  1944  indicated  that  the  election 
would  indeed  be  close  -  black  voters  could  decide  the  winner  of  a  number  of  critical  states,  including  New  York,  Pennsylvania 
and  Illinois. 

While  polls  showed  continued  strong  support  of  FDR  among  blacks,  there  was  also  considerable  discontent.  Generally,  the 
economic  circumstances  of  blacks  had  improved  markedly  during  the  Roosevelt  years,  but  they  continued  to  be  subjected  to 
harsh  discrimination  in  virtually  all  walks  of  life,  as  well  as  random  acts  of  horrible  racial  violence.  The  major  African-American 
newspapers,  which  were  quite  influential  in  the  black  community,  were  about  evenly  split  between  Roosevelt  and  Dewey. 
About  seven  years  earlier,  there  had  been  a  firestorm  of  criticism  when  it  was  revealed  that  recently  confirmed  Supreme  Court 
Justice  Hugo  Black  had  been  a  member  of  the  Klan  in  Alabama  in  the  early  1920s.  That  revelation  too  was  made  by  means  of  a 
newspaper  expose,  and  it  had  been  a  huge  embarrassment  to  FDR,  who  claimed  to  have  been  unaware  of  Black's  past  member- 
ship. Black  took  the  unprecedented  step  of  making  a  nationwide  radio  broadcast  in  which  he,  among  other  things,  admitted 
that  he  had  joined  the  Klan,  said  that  he  later  resigned  and  had  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  Klan  since  then,  and,  citing  his  eleven- 
year  record  in  the  Senate,  disclaimed  any  racial  or  religious  intolerance. 

As  the  Hugo  Black  controversy  had  shown,  it  was  not  blacks  alone  who  would  likely  be  outraged  by  the  presence  of  a  for- 
mer Klansman  on  a  major  presidential  ticket.  Since  the  Klan's  revival  in  the  1 920s,  it  had  targeted  not  only  blacks,  but  also 
Catholics,  Jews  and  immigrants.  Beyond  the  targeted  groups  were  those  who  were  repelled  by  the  Klan's  intolerance  and  her- 
itage of  violence.  But  in  view  of  the  experiences  of  blacks  with  Klan  terror  in  the  South  going  back  to  the  Reconstruction  era, 
their  reaction  would  likely  be  the  strongest. 

In  the  fall  of  1944,  Truman  was  not  well-known 
publicly,  and  black  voters  in  particular  had  reason  to  be 
skeptical  of  him.  He  hailed  from  a  segregated,  former 
slave  state,  and  his  record  on  black-rights  issues  was 
limited.  Moreover,  at  the  Democratic  Convention,  he 
had  displaced  civil-rights  champion  Henry  Wallace  on 
the  ticket,  and  his  nomination  had  been  supported  by 
and  was  viewed  as  a  concession  to  the  South.  Past  Klan 
membership,  even  from  years  ago,  would  tend  to  con- 
firm the  worst  fears  that  blacks  could  have  about 
Truman:  that  he  was  at  heart  a  white  supremacist,  and 
that  he  condoned  vigilante  violence  against  blacks. 

In  early  October,  Truman  had  indirectly  associated 
himself  with  the  Klan  in  a  brief  remark  he  made  while 
campaigning  in  Los  Angeles.  As  described  below,  that 
episode  involved  Democratic  congressional  candidate 
Hal  Styles,  whose  past  Klan  membership  had  been  the 
subject  of  a  recent  newspaper  expose. 

Finally,  although  not  generally  known  at  the  time, 
there  was  at  least  a  kernel  of  truth  in  the  Hearst  attack 
on  Truman.  At  a  minimum,  Truman  had  applied  for  Klan 
membership  in  1922,  when  he  was  making  his  first  cam- 
paign for  judge  of  Jackson  County,  Missouri  (an  adminis- 
trative position  comparable  to  county  commissioner). 
As  also  described  below,  public  acknowledgement  of 
that  point  was  not  made  until  shortly  after  Truman 
became  president  in  April  1945. 


TWa  V£  YEARS  Of  PROGRESS 


FARMS  17  5.000  N.gro 
(irmtrt  •ided  by  f-ttm  Credit 
•nd  Perm  Security,  New  Deel 
«9«nciei. 


HOMES  Nearly  500.000  Ne 
yoei  live  in  decent  unitary 
hornet  developed  lince  I93H 
with  government  auittance 


UNIONS  The  V/agner  Act 
guaranteed  collective  barg- 
aining. NLRB  and  WLB  ej- 
tablithad  equal  pay  (or  equal 
orL 


JOBS  Roouvelt  job  tinet 
replaced  Hoover  breadlinei. 
F£PC  aided  1.500.000  Ne- 
greet  in  getting  jobs  in  war 


BUSINESS  Under  Roou- 
velt. butinaii  recovered  from 
depratiion.  Negro-owned  re- 
tail itores  increased  30%  be- 
tween 1933  and  1939. 


EDUCATION  NYA  trained 
youths  for  jobs.  Government 
built  schools,  offered  scholar- 
ships and  made  grants  to  Ne- 
gro coilegas. 


SECURITY  The  Social  Secu 
fity  Act  provided  old-age 
benefits,  health  and  unem 
ployment  insurance  and  aid  to 
dependent  mothera, 


HEALTH  Through  New  Deal 
agencies,  Negroes  received 
better  medicaicare.The  death 
rate  dropped  from  1 6.5  to 
1 3.9  per  thouund  in  10  yean. 


/•  Cmtimie 
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Notwithstanding  all  of  these  reasons  for  concern,  there  was  no  repetition  of  the  uproar  that  resulted  from  the  Hugo  Black 
expose  of  1937.  The  Roosevelt-Truman  ticket  prevailed  on  Election  Day,  albeit  with  a  smaller  percentage  of  the  popular  vote 
(53.4%)  than  the  Roosevelt-Wallace  ticket  had  garnered  four  years  earlier  (54.7%).  Moreover,  the  level  of  support  for  the 
Democratic  ticket  among  black  voters  nationwide  remained  about  the  same  as  it  had  been  in  1 940,  with  roughly  two-thirds  of 
blacks  voting  for  the  ticket  in  both  elections.  Similarly,  the  black  vote  in  Harlem  for  FDR  in  1940  had  been  about  80  percent, 
and  the  initial  vote  tabulations  showed  that  it  remained  at  that  level  in  1 944. 

Why  did  the  Hearst  attack  on  Truman  misfire  so  badly,  even  though,  in  fact,  Truman  had  at  least  flirted  with  the  Klan  in 
1922?  The  reasons  for  the  attack's  failure  become  clear  through  a  review  of  the  particulars  and  the  course  of  this  controversy. 
It  is  also  interesting  to  consider  the  likely  consequences  if  the  attack  had  been  undertaken  in  a  more  effective  manner.  The 
story  properly  begins  with  the  Truman-Hal  Styles  controversy  that  was  noted  above. 

On  October  1 2,  1 944,  Truman  embarked  on  a  three-week,  8000-mile  whistle-stop  tour  of  the  country,  and  one  of  his  initial 
stops  was  at  Los  Angeles  on  October  16th.  As  of  then,  the  candidacy  of  Hal  Styles  for  Congress  in  California's  15th  District, 
which  included  Hollywood,  created  a  political  trap  for  Truman  that  was  virtually  inescapable. 

Styles  was  a  popular  Los  Angeles-area  radio  show  host  and  a  political  novice.  Earlier  in  the  year,  he  had  been  a  hero  to  lib- 
erals and  organized  labor,  as  in  the  primary  he  had  defeated  the  conservative,  anti-union  Democratic  incumbent,  five-term 
Congressman  John  M.  Costello.  Styles  had  received  important  support  from  the  recently  formed  and  highly  energetic  Political 
Action  Committee  of  the  Congress  of  Industrial  Organizations,  which  was  referred  to  as  the  ClO-PAC,  or  simply  the  PAC. 

However,  the  hazards  of  supporting  a  political  newcomer  as  an  insurgent  candidate  became  clear  in  late  September  On 
September  21st,  the  Los  Angeles  Examiner,  the  major  Hearst  newspaper  in  the  city,  carried  a  story  claiming  that  in  1927-28, 
when  Styles  lived  in  Jamaica,  Queens  County,  New  York,  he  had  been  a  local  Klan  leader,  a  Kleagle.  (Indeed,  in  the  1920s,  Klan 
activity  extended  even  into  the  greater  New  York  City  area.)  The  following  day  Styles  admitted  that  the  charge  was  true,  but 
claimed  that  he  had  joined  simply  out  of  curiosity,  and  that  he  had  remained  a  member  so  that  he  could  spy  on  the  organization 
and  do  his  own  newspaper  expose  of  its  activities.  (Styles  was  something  of  a  character.  In  a  statement  that  should  be  a  politi- 
cal classic,  he  explained,  "My  life  is  an  open  book,  with  a  few  pages  stuck  together.") 

Many  Democrats  were  skeptical  of  Styles'  explanation.  The  Hollywood  Democratic  Committee,  a  liberal  activist  organiza- 
tion, withdrew  its  endorsement  of  him,  and  while  there  was  opposition  to  Styles  in  the  Democratic  county  and  state  commit- 
tees, ultimately  those  bodies  took  no  action  against  him.  The  ClO-PAC,  far  from  repudiating  Styles,  strongly  reaffirmed  its  sup- 
port of  him. 

Not  surprisingly,  Styles  saw  Truman's  visit  as  an  opportunity  to  regain  some  credibility,  and  he  and  his  wife  were  front-and- 
center  when  Truman  met  publicly  with  the  area  Democratic  candidates.  Also  not  surprisingly,  a  reporter  asked  Truman  if  he 
endorsed  Styles.  With  the  local  party  having  failed  to  act  against  Styles,  and,  more  importantly,  with  the  ClO-PAC  being  a  key 
part  of  not  only  the  Styles  campaign,  but  also,  in  fact,  the  Roosevelt-Truman  campaign  nationwide,  Truman  was  hardly  in  a  posi- 
tion to  say  anything  negative  about  Styles.  Truman  responded, 

"I  know  nothing  of  him  or  his  Klan  affiliations,  but  if  he's  ours,  we're  for  him." 
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There's  no  indication  in  the  historical  record  of 
whether  this  was  a  considered  response  or  an  off-the-cuff 
comment.  In  any  event,  both  the  Dewey  campaign  and 
the  anti-Roosevelt  press  immediately  condemned  the 
remark.  For  example,  disregarding  the  caveats  in 
Truman's  comments,  the  Chairman  of  the  Republican 
National  Committee  claimed  that  Truman  had  figuratively 
embraced  a  former  Klansman  and  termed  the  episode  a 
"revolting  spectacle." 

Truman  had  been  a  target  of  the  anti-Roosevelt  press 
virtually  from  the  time  he  was  nominated,  with  most  of 
the  attacks  characterizing  him  as  at  best  a  mediocrity  and 
a  typical  machine  politician,  whose  career  was  due  entirely 
to  Kansas  City's  corrupt  political  boss,  Tom  Pendergast. 
Those  newspapers  cast  Truman's  remark  about  Styles  as 
being  entirely  consistent  with  that  background,  showing 
him  to  be  entirely  unprincipled,  and  willing  to  enter  into 
arrangements  of  mutual  support  with  anyone,  no  matter 
how  unsavory.  That  remark  was  used  against  Truman  in 
editorials,  columns  and  cartoons  for  the  remainder  of  the 
campaign. 

Styles  likewise  ignored  the  caveats  in  Truman's 
remark,  erecting  60  billboards  around  Hollywood  with  the 
message,  "Senator  Truman  says,  "I'm  for  Styles.'"  The 
effort 


was  to 

no  avail,  as  in  what  was  otherwise  a  Democratic  year.  Styles  received 
less  than  42%  of  the  vote. 

On  October  26,  1944  -  ten  days  after  the  Hal  Styles  incident,  and 
about  a  week  and  a  half  before  Election  Day  -  the  Hearst  newspapers 
launched  their  attack  claiming  that  Truman  was  a  past  member  of  the 
Klan.  At  the  time,  the  Truman  tour  had  completed  its  West  Coast 
swing  and  headed  east,  and  was  in  Illinois  en  route  to  Peoria.  There, 
Truman  was  to  give  a  nationally  broadcast  radio  speech  on  farm  policy. 

While  in  1944  the  Hearst  newspaper  chain  was  considerably  small- 
er than  it  had  been  in  its  heyday,  it  was  still  a  formidable  force,  con- 
sisting of  eighteen  newspapers  in  twelve  cities  across  the  country, 
including  New  York,  Boston,  Chicago,  Los  Angeles  and  San  Francisco. 
And  in  1944,  the  Hearst  newspapers  were  as  bitterly  anti-Roosevelt  as 
they  had  been  since  the  1936  campaign,  when  "The  Chief,"  William 
Randolph  Hearst,  had  spectacularly  and  irretrievably  broken  with  FDR. 
Hearst  was  an  avid  practitioner  of  advocacy  journalism,  seeing  no  need 
whatsoever  to  present  more  than  one  side  of  any  question. 
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Affidavits  Say  Truman 
Was  Ku  Ktux  Klan  Member 


Fellow     NEW  DEAL  SPECIAL 
Members'PRIVILEGE.  DECEIT 

T  t  fy  Charged  by  dewey 


WASICNGTOK,  Oct.  26.  — 
Harr\'  S.  TruTnan,  Democratic 
\-icc  presidential  candidate,  was 
a  member  of  the  Ku  Mux  Klan 
in  Missouri,  according  to  affi- 
ca\it5  sworn  to  by  his  fellow 
citizens  In  Missouri. 

Truman  took  the  Klan  oath 
which  slrcsMd  th«  I»fe-Iong  al- 
lr:ri«nce  dcniandpd  of  ihnsp  sd-  , 
midod  to  the  hoocIfl<}  ,4tixfiDt- 
zatioa. 

He  attended  its  secret  meet- 
ings when  the  Ku  Klux  Klan  in 
the  region  was  riding  high  in  its 
can-.paign  of  Intolerance  and  at 


(Fcr  Uxt  of  C»icrnor  Dewty's  speech.  «ee  Page  B-2.) 

By  LEO  W.  O'BRIEN 

htleraaliooMl  S?rvi<e  Slafl  CtfrroDondenl 

ALBXSX.  S.  v.,  Oct.  2G.— Governor  Thomas  E.  Dewey 
returned  to  Albany  today,  for  tlie  climactic  phase  of  his 

campaign  after  accusing  Pr^siC-  

dent  Roosevelt  of  "sponsoring  an 


irav 
mai 


Weathe 


r 


ihp  nan clheau. 

/The   RepuUicftn  tiVesidential 
Mmbiee,  fay  the  sHngiiig  torte  of 

his  Chicago  speech  last  night,  in- 
dicated he  has  unmasked  his 
hea\1est  guns  for  the  closing  days 

the  peak  of  its  political  Influence,  j  "'iJ^^^^P^'^; 


idea  to  sell  special  privileges  and 

a  voice  in  the  lormulaiion  o!  ad-  i  i  -  •  r 

ministration  policies  for  SIOOO  on  i  Heavy  Fog    HioeS  Sun 

^ '      In  Los  Angeies 


With  one  of  the  year's  heaviest 
iocs  spilled  over  Southern  Cali- 
fornia, setting  to  work  today  was 
almost  an  amphibious  operatioa 
The  dense  fog,  with  a  high 
From  now  until  Xov.  7.  Gov- j  content  of  mist,  pereisted  after 
SPOKE  AT  NIGHT  BALLY    [err.or  Dewey   will  confine  his  dawn.    The  minimum  tempera- 
Truman — with  the  iicry-  cross :  speaking  activities  to  New  York  Ituro  was  n5.  rising  to  74  late  tday. 


Hazing  at  one  great  nocturnal 
countj-yside  rally — was  the  prln- 
cipdi  speaker. 

This — and  more  of  his  alleged 
connections  with  the  Klan  back 
in  1922  and  1923  when  Truman 
w-a<;  ^ying  for  support  in  his 
candidacy  for  county  judge  in 
Jackson  county — was  told  in  a 
Kerie^s  of  affidavits  and  testi- 
mony from  former  high  offi* 
cials  in  the  Ku  Klux  Klan. 
Tlie  documents  were  signed 
and  sworn  to  before  witnesses  by 
former  Klansmen  and  associates 
of  Truman  in  the  midwest,  in- 
cluding the  "cyclops."  or  head  of 
the  Ku  Klux  Klan  unit  in  Inde- 
pendence, Mo,,  where  Truman 
Lved. 

The  ex  Klansmen  officials  made 
their  alfldaviis  without  benefit 
of  consultation  with  the  othei"s, 
residing  In  different  slates  or 
counties.  All  but  one  were  Dem- 
ocrats. 

The  statements  of  the  Klans- 
men were  checked  and  double- 
checked  in  separate  visits  by  re- 
porters for  the  Hearst  newspa- 
pers. The  statements  made  to 
one  reporter  were  corroborated  In 
evei->'  detail  during  following  vis- 
its by  others. 

Among  the  witnesses  to  the  tes- 


and  Xew  England,  with  talks 
presently  scheduled  in  Syi-acuse.j 
Buffalo,  Boston  and  Now  York! 
City.  He  also  is  expected  to , 
make  daytime  speeches  in  Sche-I 
nectady,  Utica,  and  Rochester  in ' 
up-state  New  York,  and  in  New! 
Hampshire  and  Connecticut. 

His  next  speech,  Saturday  , 
noon  at  S>Tacuse,  will  be  the  : 
farm  talk  he  planned  for  :Min- 
neapolis,  where  he  decided  in- 
stead to  answer  President  j 
Roosevelt's  recent  foreign  pol-  i 
Icy  speech. 


The  forecast  read: 
"Generally  clear  this  after- 
noon, tonight  and  Friday.  Fog 
or  low  clouds  during  night  and 
morning.  Little  change  In  tem- 
perature*' 


Air  Collision 
Kills  Twelve 


RENO.  .N'ev.,  Oct.  26.— Twelve 
SPECIAI-PRIVU-EGB  CHAKGEimen  were  killed,  the  array  air 
Twenty-five  thousand  pefsons  |  base  hei-c  announced,  in  the  colli- 
jammed  into  the  hug^  ™cago  Uj^^  .  ,^^(,3 

Stadium  heard  the  Republican!  ^    r^      .■  T 

nominee    repeatedly    chaUengel^'"'^''  "><■  f^""""  '""Id  '"^"J' 


Presidpnt  Roosevelt's  "veracity 
and  hpard  him  read  a  letter  which, 
he  asserted,  revealed  a  Demo- 
cratic plot  to  sell  "special 
privilege"  to  1000  pei-sons  lor 
SIOOO  laid  on  the  line  to  finance 
the  fourth  term  drive. 

Governor  Dewey  pulled  no 
punches  in  his  speech  at  Chicago, 
where  he  asserted  that: 

"When  the  White  House 
speaks  the  first  qncslion  the 
people  ask  Ls  not  whether  the 
news  is  good  or  bad,  but  'is  It 
true?" " 


The  two-engine  planes  were  re- 
turning from  training  flights. 

The  army  announcement  said 
the  cause  of  the  accident  was  not 
determined  as  there  were  no 
ground  witnesses  and  all  crew- 
men in  both  ships  died. 

Poll+Ical  Speakers 
On  Radio  Tonight 

The  following  poUtlcal  speak- 
ers are  scheduled  to  broadcast 


British  in 
Holland 
Victory 

By  HOWARD  COWAN 

A(McUl.d  Pr(u  Staff  CorrM»ond»iil 

LONDON,  Nov.  26.— Briash 
^  troops  in  a  lightning  stab  through 
jnohhillig  German  defenses  by- 
[parsed  the  enemy  sironirhold  of 
Tllburg  in  southern  Holland  to- 
day, threatening  to  encircle  the 
city  on  the  l»ft  flar;;  of  a  b^.s 
i.ii-  i.5-niiie  oaitlehom.  while '^ne 
C^man  radio  reported  fresh  U-id- 
ings  by  Canadian  forces  on  South 
Beveland  Island  in  the  Schelde 
estuary  northwest  of  Ant\verp. 

Slicing  across  the  TUburg-'S 
Hertogenbosch  highway  and  rail- 
road, armored  vanguards  of  Lieut. 
Gen.  Sir  Miles  C.  Dempsey's  Sec- 
ond British  Army  reached  the 
town  of  Udenhout,  four  miles 
north  of  Tilburg,  as  other  British 
units  slashed  into  the  eastern  out- 
skirts of  the  strongly-fortified 
town. 

i  Vught,  a  mile  south  of  'S 
Hertogenbosch.  fell  at  mid-day 
j  after  a  savage  fight  between 
British  infantry  and  German 
I  parachute  troops-  Three-fourths 
I  of  S  Hertogenbosch  was  in  Allied 
hands  at  nightfall  of  the  third 
I  day  of  house-to-house  fighting 
through  the  flaming  communica- 
tions center. 

The  Nazis  already  had  puUed 
their  administrative  personnel 
out  of  both  Tilburg  and  Breda, 
12  miles  to  the  west,  and  a  Brit- 
ish staff  officer  declared  that 
the  Tilburg  gnriison  would 
have  to  move  quickly  to  avoid 
entrapment. 

The  German  high  command,  in 
reporting  a  new  Canadian  land- 
ing on  South  Beveland  from  the 
east,  using  a  causeway  which 
connects  the  island  with  the  main- 
land, and  tonight  had  pushed 
some  six  miles  inland  to  within 
threequarters  of  a  mile  of  the 
town  ol  Ki-abbendlke. 

Despite  bitter  German 
ance,  Canadian  troops 
up  the  enemy  pocket  ob 
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"he  bylines  of  all  the  Hearst  articles  on  the  alleged  Truman-Klan  link  included  David  R  Sentner,  who  was  the  chief  of  Hearst's 
Was,  ,1     -•n  bureau,  and  by  far  the  most  important  of  those  articles  was  the  first,  which  appeared  in  the  Hearst  newspapers  of 
Octobt  Hearst's  Chicago  Herald- American,  for  example,  carried  the  story  on  the  front  page  with  a  photo  of  Truman,  and  at 

the  top  c  ^e,  printed  in  red,  was  the  banner  headline:  "Charge  Truman  Joined  Klan."  The  article  reprinted  the  affidavits  of 

four  individL  ^      o  had  been  Klan  officials  in  the  Kansas  City-Independence  area  of  Missouri  in  the  early  1920s.  In  sum,  those 
affidavits  claimed  that  Truman  had  joined  the  Klan  there  in  1 922  and  had  been  an  active  member  in  1 922-23. 
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DEWEY  TAKES  CHICAGO— Three  Pages  of  Pictures 
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The  most  important  affidavit  was  that  of  Harry  Hoffman,  who  was  identified  as  a  Democrat  who  had  served  as  Marshal  of 
Jackson  County,  Missouri,  which  was  Truman's  home  county.  Hoffman  swore  that  he  was  part  of  a  five-member  committee  that 
officiated  when  the  Klan  oath  was  administered  to  Truman  in  a  room  in  the  Baltimore  Hotel  in  Kansas  City  on  a  morning  in  |i:  a 
1 922.  He  also  named  three  of  the  other  four  committee  members  and  the  Klan  organizer  who  administered  the  oath. 
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Another  of  the  affidavits  asserted  that  Truman  was  one  of  the  principal  speakers  at  a  huge  Klan  rally  near  Independence  in 
late  1922,  but  that  claim  was  undermined  somewhat  by  the  fact  that  none  of  the  other  former  Klansmen  made  a  similar  claim. 
The  third  affidavit  made  only  the  general  assertion  that  Truman  had  applied  for  Klan  membership,  had  been  accepted,  and  had 
participated  in  Klan  activities  "in  1922,  and  later"  The  fourth  affidavit  was  the  most  terse,  as  the  individual  swore  only  that  he 
had  seen  Truman  at  a  Klan  meeting  in  June  1922. 

The  article  offered  no  documentary  support  for  its  claims,  but  it  reflected  a  number  of  other  efforts  to  bolster  its  credibility. 
For  example,  it  was  asserted  that  the  individuals  made  their  affidavits  without  consulting  one  another,  and  that  separate  visits 
were  made  to  them  by  different  Hearst  reporters  in  order  to  verify  the  accuracy  of  their  statements.  In  addition,  the  article 
referred  to  an  academic  who  had  participated  in  the  investigation.  Professor  Bruce  R.  Trimble,  who  was  head  of  the  history  and 
political  science  department  of  the  University  of  Kansas  City  in  Kansas.  In  an  interview  with  United  Press,  Trimble  claimed  that 
he  had  initiated  the  investigation  after  coming  across  information  on  Truman's  alleged  Klan  membership  while  conducting  a  pre- 
election poll,  and  that  he  had  worked  with  Hearst  reporters  in  assembling  the  affidavits. 

The  wire  services  also  spoke  with  three  of  the  affiants,  but  their  responses  did  not  enhance  the  story's  credibility.  Harry 
Hoffman  flatly  declined  to  speak  about  his  affidavit,  stating,  "I'm  incommunicado."  The  comments  of  the  individual  who  had 
claimed  only  to  have  seen  Truman  at  a  Klan  meeting  tended  to  highlight  the  limits  of  his  affidavit,  as  he  denied  that  Truman  had 
been  a  speaker  at  that  meeting,  and  stated  that  he  couldn't  recall  when  that  meeting  had  taken  place  (although  his  affidavit  had 
placed  it  in  June  1922),  and  that  he  couldn't  swear  that  Truman  had  been  a  Klan  member. 

In  contrast,  the  individual  whose  affidavit  had  made  only  a  general  claim  about  Truman's  membership  and  participation  in  the 
Klan  said  a  great  deal  more  to  United  Press.  He  asserted  that  the  check  Truman  had  given  for  his  Klan  dues  had  bounced  and 
had  to  be  covered  by  another  member,  and  that  Truman  had  indeed  spoken  at  a  huge  Klan  rally  in  1922.  Anyone  who  read 
these  materials  closely  may  well  have  asked,  if  he  actually  recalled  these  points,  why  hadn't  he  included  them  in  his  affidavit? 

Although  not  mentioned  in  the  initial  Hearst  article,  1 922  was  the  year  in  which  Truman  first  ran  for  the  office  of  judge  of 
Jackson  County  as  the  candidate  of  the  Pendergast  machine  of  Kansas  City.  Truman  won  both  the  Democratic  primary  in 
August  and  the  general  election  in  November  It  was  generally  acknowledged  that  when  Truman  ran  for  re-election  as  judge  in 
1924,  he  was  strongly  opposed  by  the  Klan,  and  thus  the  period  on  which  the  Hearst  attack  focused  was  1922-23. 

Word  of  the  impending  Hearst  attack  had  spread  on  October  25th,  the  day  before  the  story  was  published,  and  the  Truman 
campaign  was  promptly  in  crisis  mode.  That  night  the  Truman  campaign  train  was  on  a  siding  in  the  Chicago  rail  yard,  and  one 
Truman  aide  recalled  the  area  becoming  "alive  with  reporters"  wanting  to  ask  Truman  about  the  story.  Truman  had  already  gone 
to  bed,  however,  and  the  staff  declined  to  wake  him  up.  Another  aide,  who  was  at  a  Chicago  hotel  for  the  night,  recalled  being 
besieged  throughout  the  night  by  phone  calls  from  panicked  Democratic  candidates  and  officials  all  around  the  country  asking 
whether  the  story  were  true,  and  how  Truman  was  going  to  handle  it. 

The  next  day,  the  26th,  Truman  met  with  reporters,  and  his  response  to  the  Hearst  claims  was  to  deny  them  completely 
and  unequivocally,  labeling  them  "lies  cooked  up"  by  the  anti-Roosevelt  press  and  "red  herrings."  He  flatly  asserted  that  he  had 
never  been  a  Klan  member  and  had  never  attended  a  Klan  meeting. 

A  reporter  asked  Truman  specifically  about  the  Harry  Hoffman  affidavit  on  his  having  taken  the  Klan  membership  oath,  and 
Truman  called  it  "a  lie  out  of  whole  cloth."  He  went  on  to  say  that  Hoffman  "ran  for  re-election  as  county  marshal  and  we 
kicked  him  out  later,"  and  that  Truman  had  "helped  beat  him  in  1922."  In  his  radio  address  from  Peoria  that  night,  Truman 
added  a  couple  sentences  that  repeated  his  denials  of  the  Hearst  claims,  which  he  attributed  to  "isolationists  .  .  .  desperate  to 
win  this  election." 

Truman  made  another  major  response  to  the  Hearst  attack  several  days  later,  and  that  was  in  his  answer  to  a  telegram  that 
the  NAACP  had  sent  him  asking  about  his  endorsement  of  Hal  Styles,  as  well  as  a  statement  that  the  governor  of  Alabama  had 
made  characterizing  Truman's  views  on  race  relations.  Newspaper  articles  on  the  exchange  don't  state  the  date  of  the  NAACP 
.  ~'iiry,  but  apparently  it  was  before  October  26th,  because  the  telegram  didn't  refer  to  the  Hearst  attack.  Truman's  response 
Wc.     qnificant  for  three  reasons. 

Truman  took  the  opportunity  to  address  the  Hearst  claims,  and  in  doing  so,  he  made  a  statement  in  which  he  clearly 
and  for^       '  condemned  the  Klan: 

"The  f-epugnant  to  every  policy  and  every  principle  I  have  advocated  and  struggled  for  all  my  life." 


The  Keynoter  •  Spring  201  1 

 E!I 


NEGROES  SPILL 
THEIR  BLOOD 

ON  FOREIGN  BATTLEFIELDS 


.^5  *<•''■• 


Second,  Truman  referenced  his  voting  record  in  the  Senate,  which  included  votes  in  favor  of  the  three  major  legislative  pri- 
orities of  blacks  at  the  time;  the  Fair  Employment  Practices  Commission,  anti-lynching  legislation,  and  anti-poll  tax  legislation. 
When  Truman  was  asked  his  views  on  race  during  the  campaign,  he  would  typically  refer  to  his  Senate  record,  and  as  he 
observed  to  a  reporter  for  one  of  the  black  newspapers,  "Does  this  look  like  the  record  of  a  Klansman?" 

Finally,  by  and  large,  the  black  newspapers  at  the  time  were  weeklies,  with  each  issue  bearing  a  Saturday  date.  The 
NAACP  released  the  exchange  on  Monday,  October  3  I  st,  which  was  in  time  for  it  to  be  included  in  the  November  4th  editions, 
the  last  ones  that  would 
appear  before  the  election. 

In  looking  at  how  the 
Hearst  attack  was  treated  in 
the  other  daily  newspapers, 
it's  important  to  bear  in 
mind  that  while  the  press 
was  overwhelmingly  pro- 
Dewey  in  terms  of  editorial 
endorsements,  there  was  a 
segment  of  the  press  that 
was  radically  anti-Roosevelt. 
That  segment  included,  of 
course,  the  Hearst  newspa- 
pers, as  well  as  the  Los 
Angeles  Times,  the 
Washington  Times-Herald, 
and  the  Chicago  Tribune.  In 
particular,  in  the  Tribune  and 
the  Los  Angeles  Times,  like  in 
the  Hearst  papers,  the  politi- 
cal views  of  the  publisher 
were  strongly  reflected  not 
only  on  their  opinion  pages, 
but  also  in  their  news  cover- 
age. During  the  campaign, 
those  newspapers  became 
little  more  than  house 
organs  for  the  Dewey- 
Bricker  ticket.  There  was 
also  a  segment  of  the  press, 
albeit  far  smaller,  that  was 
unabashedly  pro-Roosevelt. 

While  members  of  the 
Roosevelt-hating  press  gave 
the  Hearst  charges  front- 
page treatment  in  their  edi- 
tions of  October  27th,  by 
and  large,  they  did  not  make 
them  an  integral  part  of  their 
case  against  the  4th  term. 
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That  they  may  have  had  doubts  about  the 
story's  credibility  is  indicated  by  the  title 
of  an  editorial  that  appeared  in  the  Los 
An-^eles  Times  of  October  28th, 
"Undisputed  Facts  About  Truman  Bad 
Enough."  The  Chicago  Tribune  didn't  carry 
a  single  article  about  the  charges,  but  its 
disregard  of  them  may  well  have  been  due 
to  the  history  of  bitter  rivalry  between  the 
Tribune  and  Hearst,  rather  than  any  con- 
cerns about  the  story  itself.  On  October 
26th,  the  date  that  the  Hearst  attack  was 
unveiled,  the  Tribune  ran  a  front-page, 
color  cartoon  linking  Truman  and  the  Klan, 
but  on  the  basis  of  his  remarks  about  Hal 
Styles,  rather  than  the  Hearst  charges. 

In  the  pro-Roosevelt  press,  one  news- 
paper -  the  relatively  new  and  very  liberal 
New  York  City  tabloid,  PM  -  was  remark- 
able for  its  very  prompt  and  heavily 
researched  efforts  to  rebut  Hearst.  On 
October  27th,  the  day  after  the  Hearst 
attack,  PM  devoted  an  entire  page  to  the 
subject,  "Facts  on  Hearst's  Klan  Smear  of 
Truman,"  and  it  returned  to  the  subject 
twice  before  the  election.  Among  the 
interesting  points  made  was  that  Professor 
Trimble,  who  had  played  a  major  role  in 
the  Hearst  story,  was  not,  in  fact,  an  unbi- 
ased academic.  Rather,  he  had  been,  prior 
to  Pearl  Harbor,  an  outspoken  member  of 
the  anti-Roosevelt,  isolationist  America 
First  organization  in  Kansas  City. 

Otherwise,  the  tendency  of  the  mass- 
circulation  daily  newspapers  was  to  treat 
the  Hearst  story  as  one  pitting  the  word  of 
one  man  against  the  word  of  others. 
Thus,  a  common  approach  was  to  carry  an 
article  that  both  summarized  the  charges 
briefly  and  reported  Truman's  prompt  and 
complete  denial. 

Because  of  the  racially  charged  nature 
'ne  Hearst  charges,  the  manner  in 
Wi       hose  charges  were  treated  in  the 
Afric        "erican  press  is  also  pertinent. 
As  not^         'e,  because  of  the  timing  of 
the  charge  s,       weekly  black  newspapers 
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were  able  to  address  them  only  in  their  November  4th  issue,  their  last  issue  before  the  election. 

A  review  of  those  editions  reveals  that  their  treatment  of  the  Hearst  charges  was  actually  quite  similar  to  that  of  the  mass- 
circulation  dailies,  with  the  newspaper's  position  on  the  presidential  contest  apparently  being  an  important  factor  for  many  of 
them.  At  that  time,  the  "big  three"  black  newspapers  were  the  Pittsburgh  Courier,  which  was  the  largest  black  newspaper,  the 
Chicago  Defender,  and  The  Afro-American  (Baltimore),  and  the  differing  approaches  taken  by  each  of  them  are  illustrative. 

The  Courier  was  strongly  pro-Dewey,  and  in  promoting  the  charges,  the  Courier  may  be  said  to  have  out-Hearsted  Hearst. 
On  the  front  page  of  its  November  4th  edition  was  an  article  headlined,  "Eye-Witnesses  Swear  Truman  Was  Member  of  Ku  Klux 
Klan,"  although  above  that  headline  was  a  lead-in  in  smaller  type,  "Democratic  Candidate  Denies:".  Inside  was  a  lengthy  edito- 
rial titled,  "From  the  Klan  to  the  White  House?"  that  concluded  in  part. 

The  colored  voters  of  this  country  .  .  .  have  a  great  opportunity  and  responsibility  to  kill  the  political  ambitions  of 
Senator  Truman  at  the  polls  next  Tuesday. 

To  help  such  a  man  to  be  in  a  position  to  sit  in  the  White  House  would  be  an  ACT  OF  TREASON  to  thousands  of 
Negroes  who  have  been  insulted,  beaten  and  killed  by  the  notorious  Ku  Klux  Klan. 

The  Defender,  in  contrast,  was  strongly  pro-Roosevelt,  and  its  front-page  article  on  the  matter  was  headlined,  "Truman 
Attacks  Klan;  Denies  Hearst  Charge."  On  its  editorial  page,  the  newspaper  warned  black  voters  against  "last  minute  election 
tricks,"  including  "sudden  exposes,  like  that  one  about  Truman  being  a  Ku  Klux  Klan  member" 

The  Afro-American  was  strongly  pro-Dewey,  and,  indeed,  the  front  page  of  its  November  4th  edition  carried  an  editorial 
entitled,  "As  Good  as  Elected,"  referring  to  Dewey.  Yet  like  a  number  of  the  mass-circulation  dailies  that  were  pro-Dewey,  The 
Afro-American  gave  the  Truman-Klan  charges  minimal  coverage.  Its  only  reference  to  the  controversy  was  a  small  article  on 
page  1 5  that  focused  on  Truman's  telegram  to  the  NAACP  denying  the  charges. 

This  is  not  to  say  that  the  Afro-American,  or  the  other  pro-Dewey  black  newspapers  that  gave  little  or  no  attention  to  the 
Klan  charges,  were  silent  about  Truman  during  the  campaign.  To  the  contrary,  those  newspapers  -  which  included  the 
Philadelphia  Tribune,  the  New  York  Amsterdam  News,  and  the  Cleveland  Call  and  Post  -  were  highly  critical  of  Truman,  but  on 
bases  entirely  distinct  from  his  alleged  past  membership  in  the  Klan. 

Between  October  27th  and  November  3rd,  the  Hearst  newspapers  ran  four  follow-up  articles  that  reported  new  allega- 
tions relating  to  Truman's  Klan  membership.  The  claims  made  in  the  final  two  articles  were  considerably  more  sensational  than 
the  prior  ones,  and  rather  incredible. 

In  one  of  them,  a  man  who  claimed  to  have  been  a  former  neighbor  of  the  Trumans  asserted  that  Truman  himself  had  invit- 
ed him  to  a  Klan  recruiting  rally,  that  he  had  personally  seen  Truman  don  the  Klan  robe,  and  that,  as  characterized  in  the  article, 
"in  front  of  a  fiery  cross,"  Truman  had  "deliver[ed]  a  spell-binding  Ku  Klux  Klan  recruiting  speech."  Anyone  who  was  at  the 
time  familiar  with  Truman's  speaking  style  would  likely  have  immediately  questioned  the  credibility  of  that  report,  as  it  is  doubt- 
ful that  Truman  ever  gave  a  speech  that  would  be  considered  "spell-binding."  In  1922,  his  abilities  as  a  public  speaker  were 
especially  limited. 

The  final  article  concerned  an  affidavit  made  by  Harold  Bullard,  who  claimed  to  have  been  a  regional  Klan  official  in  the 
Midwest,  a  King  Kleagle,  in  1 922.  He  recounted  that  in  August  1 922,  over  his  protest,  Truman  was  one  of  the  featured  speak- 
ers at  a  huge  Klan  rally  near  Independence.  The  rally  was  described  by  Bullard  as  a  "law  enforcement"  rally  that  had  been 
called  to  protest  the  Kansas  City  Pendergast  machine,  i.e.,  the  machine  of  which  Truman  was  a  part.  The  affidavit  did  not 
attempt  to  explain  why  the  Klan  would  have  invited  a  Pendergast  candidate  to  address  an  anti-Pendergast  rally,  or  why  Truman 
would  have  accepted  such  an  invitation,  and  it  included  no  description  of  what  Truman  allegedly  said  in  his  speech. 

Like  the  original  Hearst  article,  these  follow-up  articles  presented  no  documentary  evidence  of  Truman's  Klan  membership. 
The  Bullard  affidavit  asserted  that  Truman's  Klan  membership  application  and  related  documents  were  on  file  in  the  Klan's 
"Imperial  Palace"  on  Peachtree  Street  in  Atlanta  but  did  not  explain  why  they  were  not  produced.  Apparently  Hearst  thought  it 
was  important  that  the  series  include  a  photo  of  some  Klan  document,  and  so  the  final  article  pictured  an  elaborately  designed 
Klan  "Imperial  Passport"  card.  However,  the  name  on  the  card  was  not  Harry  Truman,  but  rather  Harold  Bullard. 

It  appears  that  the  Hearst  follow-up  articles  were  generally  ignored  by  other  members  of  the  news  media.  Of  the  new^^i- 
pers  reviewed,  only  the  Washington  Herald-Tribune  carried  articles  reporting  the  follow-ups. 
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It  is  telling  that  the  national  Dewey  campaign  did  not  adopt  any  of  the  Hearst  charges.  When  the  Republican  National 
Committee  Chairman  was  asked  about  them,  he  stated  only  that  the  matter  was  "a  question  now  of  veracity  between  Mr. 
Truman  and  his  neighbors."  Probably  the  most  devastating  comment  on  the  Hearst  attack  appeared  in  the  November  6th  issue 
of  Time  magazine,  which  included  a  cover  story  on  Truman.  While  Time  was  anti-Roosevelt,  albeit  in  a  more  subtle  manner 
than  the  Roosevelt-hating  press,  the  magazine  had  previously  been  quite  critical  of  Hearst's  sensationalism.  In  its  feature  on 
Truman.  Time  addressed  the  attack  in  a  footnote  to  a  brief  mention  of  the  Hal  Styles  incident: 

Last  week  the  Hearst  press,  moving  up  its  16-inch  campaign  smear  guns,  charged  that  Truman  himself  had  once  been  a 
Klan  member.  The  'evidence'  was  feeble  stuff. 

About  a  week  after  Truman  became  president  in  April  1945,  information  came  to  light  indicating  that  the  Hearst  claims 
were  not  entirely  fabricated  after  all.  The  source  was  an  unexpected  one:  Edgar  Hinde,  a  lifelong  friend  of  Truman  who  had 
served  with  him  in  the  Army  in  World  War  I,  and  had  helped  in  his  1922  campaign  for  county  judge. 

Hinde  told  the  Kansas  City  Star  that  during  the  campaign,  a  Klan  organizer  suggested  to  him  that  if  Truman  joined,  the  Klan 
would  support  his  candidacy.  When  Hinde  asked  Truman  about  it,  Truman  gave  him  the  $10  entrance  fee,  which  Hinde  took  to 
the  organizer.  The  organizer  then  asked  to  meet  with  Truman,  and  they  met  at  the  Baltimore  Hotel  in  Kansas  City.  According 
to  Hinde,  the  organizer  told  Truman  that  he  could  become  a  member  and  receive  Klan  support  only  if  he  promised  not  to  hire 
any  Catholics  as  county  employees.  Truman  refused  to  agree,  stating  that  many  Catholics  had  served  under  him  in  the  Army, 
and  that  he  would  hire  any  of  them  who  needed  a  job.  The  organizer  then  gave  the  $10  entrance  fee  back  to  Truman. 

It's  not  clear  why  Hinde  chose  to  reveal  this  story  -  which  the  Star  published  on  April  20,  1 945  -  although  it's  evident  from 
the  article  that  Hinde  thought  it  reflected  well  on  Truman.  He  may  have  also  been  motivated  by  another  point  made  in  the  arti- 
cle, which  is  that  Hinde  viewed  himself  as  knowing  something  about  the  new  president  that  no  one  else  knew,  and  on  a  matter 
that  had  been  in  controversy  in  the  recent  campaign. 

Notwithstanding  Hinde's  benign  view  of  Truman's  conduct,  it  seems  blacks  in  particular  would  hardly  take  any  solace  from 
the  fact  that  Truman  ultimately  turned  down  Klan  membership.  The  fact  that  he  had  been  interested  in  membership  in  the  first 
place  was  quite  telling,  and  Hinde's  account  was  that  his  refusal  to  join  was  based  not  on  the  Klan's  belief  in  white  supremacy  or 
objections  to  Klan  violence,  but  solely  because  of  its  anti-Catholicism. 

The  Hinde  story  was  repeated  in  a  1950  authorized  biography  of  Truman,  The  Man  of  Independence  by  Jonathan  Daniels. 
The  book  also  noted  that  Hinde's  memory  of  the  matter  accorded  with  Truman's.  Hinde  again  repeated  this  account  in  a  1962 
oral  history  interview  with  the  Truman  Library. 

There  are  at  least  a  couple  points  of  overlap  between  Hinde's  story  and  the  above-described  affidavit  that  Hearst  obtained 
from  Harry  Hoffman.  Both  stated  that  Jones  was  the  name  of  the  Klan  organizer  with  whom  Truman  was  in  contact,  and  both 
stated  that  Truman  met  with  Jones  at  the  Baltimore  Hotel  in  Kansas  City,  although  their  descriptions  of  the  purpose  and  the 
course  of  that  meeting  are  vastly  different.  A  former  Klan  member  who  was  the  subject  of  one  of  the  follow-up  Hearst  articles 
echoed  Hoffman  in  asserting  that  Truman  had  taken  the  Klan  oath  at  the  Baltimore  Hotel,  and  he  stated  that  the  person  who 
had  administered  the  oath  was  John  R.  Jones. 

just  as  it  is  necessary  to  view  the  affidavits  obtained  by  Hearst  with  skepticism,  one  must  also  be  skeptical  of  whether 
Hinde's  statement  constitutes  a  complete  and  accurate  depiction  of  Truman's  dealings  with  the  Klan.  As  a  lifelong  friend  of 
Truman,  he  certainly  had  reason  to  minimize  Truman's  Klan  contacts. 

Nevertheless,  there  are  at  least  two  points  indicating  that  Hinde's  account  is  closer  to  the  truth  than  the  assertions  pub- 
lished by  Hearst.  First,  Truman  was  the  candidate  of  an  Irish  Catholic  political  boss,  and  it  seems  unlikely  that  Tom  Pendergast 
'  ■'ould  have  tolerated  one  of  his  candidates  being  a  member  of  the  anti-Catholic  Klan.  Indeed,  according  to  one  of  Truman's 

'ime  associates,  the  reason  that  Harry  Hoffman  was  excluded  from  the  organization,  and  thereby  lost  his  post  as  Marshal  of 
Ja-.      1  County,  was  that  Pendergast  had  learned  of  his  involvement  in  the  Klan. 

d,  if  Truman  had  been  active  in  the  Klan  in  1 922-23  as  described  in  the  Hearst  affidavits,  one  would  expect  that  the 
Klan  wouiu    ^ve  supported  him  in  the  1922  general  election.  Yet  according  to  an  article  that  appeared  in  the  Independence, 
Missouri  newspaper  in  November  1922,  Truman  was  not  endorsed  on  the  sample  ballot  that  the  Klan  distributed  prior  to  the 
election.  To  the     itrary,  the  ballot  included  disparaging  comments  about  Truman,  stating  that  he  was  "endorsed  by  Tom  and 
Joe,"  and  stating  furtnr  r  that, 
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The  Tom  and  Joe  referred  to  [Tom  Pendergast  and  Joe  Shannon]  are  two  Roman  Catholic  Political  Bosses  who 
dominate  and  control  political  affairs  and  Government  of  Kansas  City  and  Jackson  County. 

One  other  relevant  point  is  that  the  individuals  quoted  by  Hearst,  and  particularly  Harry  Hoffman,  were  hardly  unbiased. 
Moreover,  one  of  Truman's  close  associates  later  claimed  in  an  oral  history  interview  that  an  investigation  had  found  that 
Hoffman  had  been  paid  a  substantial  amount  of  money  for  his  affidavit.  While  that  matter  was  not  pursued  further  in  the  inter- 
view, it  is  perhaps  telling  that  the  Hearst  affidavits  include  no  statement  to  the  effect  that  the  witness  received  no  financial  bene- 
fit for  his  statement. 

Two  other  Truman  associates  later  claimed  that  the  individual  behind  the  Hearst  attack  was  Spencer  Salisbury,  another  for- 
mer area  Klan  member  who  was  mentioned  in  one  of  the  Hearst  articles  but  was  not  quoted.  Salisbury  had  been  a  member  of 
a  prominent  family  in  Independence  and  had  served  as  an  officer  in  the  same  Army  regiment  as  Truman.  The  two  of  them 
became  business  associates  in  the  1 920s,  but  their  relationship  turned  to  bitter  enmity  after  Truman  came  to  believe  that 
Salisbury  had  been  cheating  him.  Indeed,  Truman  was  in  part  responsible  for  the  fact  that  Salisbury  later  served  time  in  prison 
for  financial  wrongdoing,  and  so  Salisbury  had  a  strong  motive  to  undercut  Truman  in  any  way  he  could. 

The  twofold  reasons  that  the  Hearst  attack  failed  are  relatively  easy  to  discern:  first,  the  flaws  in  the  attack  itself,  including 
the  absence  of  any  documentary  support,  the  evident  embellishment  of  the  claims,  and  its  timing,  and  second,  the  manner  in 
which  Truman  responded  to  the  attack.  The  absence  of  documentary  evidence  is  the  key  contrast  with  the  Hugo  Black  expose, 
and  it  is  fair  to  say  that  if  Hearst  had  been  able  to  produce  a  Truman  membership  application  or  similar  document,  the  attack 
would  likely  have  caused,  at  a  minimum,  major  uncertainty  and  disarray  among  Democrats  at  the  height  of  the  campaign. 

Even  in  the  absence  of  documentary  support,  the  attack  may  have  had  a  similar  impact  if  it  had  been  made  earlier  in  the 
campaign,  and  if  the  more  extreme  and  least  supportable  allegations  had  been  omitted.  For  example,  if  the  story  that  Edgar 
Hinde  revealed  in  April  1945  had  instead  come  to  light  in  August  or  September  1944,  it  seems  likely  that  Truman's  candidacy 
would  have  been  seriously  undermined. 

In  that  circumstance,  the  mere  fact  that  he  had  attempted  to  join  the  Klan  would  probably  have  caused  black  voters  to  be 
even  more  dubious  of  him,  and  the  story  would  have  caused  many  to  question  whether  he  had  the  character  to  be  President. 
Certainly  the  story  would  have  tremendously  reinforced  the  image  that  the  anti-Roosevelt  forces  were  attempting  to  create  of 
Truman  as  a  cynical,  entirely  unprincipled  machine  politician. 

In  the  campaigns  since  1944,  there  was  one  vice-presidential  nominee  who  was  removed  from  a  ticket  (Thomas  Eagleton  in 
1972),  and  one  as  to  whom  removal  was  seriously  considered  (Richard  Nixon  in  1952).  An  effort  to  remove  Truman  in  the 
early  stages  of  the  fall  campaign  would  have  re-opened  the  bitter  contest  for  the  vice-presidential  nomination  that  had  occurred 
at  the  1 944  Democratic  Convention  and  given  new  life  to  the  effort  to  re-nominate  Vice  President  Henry  Wallace. 

The  fact  that  the  attack  came  so  late  in  the  campaign,  October  26th,  precluded  such  efforts.  At  that  point,  when  it  was  far 
too  late  to  remove  Truman,  Roosevelt  supporters  had  little  alternative  but  to  "circle  the  wagons"  and  defend  Truman.  The  fact 
that  the  attack  came  so  late  also  made  it  easier  to  dismiss  it  as  a  typical  last-minute  smear  that  was  made  out  of  desperation. 

The  other  factor  in  the  attack's  failure  was  that  Truman's  response  -  a  prompt,  full  denial  of  the  allegations  -  was  quite 
effective,  albeit  lacking  in  candor  Today,  with  the  availability  of  instantaneous  electronic  communication  and  the  far  more 
extensive  presence  of  the  media,  such  a  "stonewalling"  tactic  is  far  less  viable.  It  was  also  important  that  in  responding  to  the 
allegations,  Truman  took  a  step  that  Hugo  Black  had  failed  to  take  seven  years  earlier:  in  his  response  to  the  NAACR  as  noted 
above,  Truman  entirely  repudiated  the  Klan.  That  repudiation  gave  Roosevelt  supporters  in  the  black  community  like  the 
Chicago  Defender  something  they  could  point  to  in  asserting  Truman's  innocence. 

Ironically,  slightly  less  than  four  years  after  the  posters  picturing  Truman  as  a  Klan  member  were  circulated  in  Harlem, 
President  Truman  traveled  to  Harlem  for  a  speech,  becoming  the  first  President  ever  to  do  so.  He  was  warmly  greeted  by 
about  65,000  Harlemites,  and  his  speech  reaffirmed  his  support  for  the  recommendations  made  by  the  Commission  on  Civil 
Rights  he  had  appointed.  Three  months  earlier  President  Truman  had  taken  perhaps  the  most  significant  civil  rights  action  of  his 
Administration,  the  issuance  of  an  Executive  Order  that  initiated  the  process  of  desegregating  the  U.S.  military. 

The  reasons  that  Truman  took  such  actions  -  whether  out  of  genuine  conviction,  political  expediency,  or  some  combination 
-  have  been  debated  over  the  years.  Whatever  the  reasons  were,  they  were  strong  enough  to  overcome  whatever  racial  bi~j 
or  insensitivity  Truman  had  going  back  at  least  to  the  time  of  his  flirtation  with  the  Klan  in  the  early  1 920s. 
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Without  question  the  best  collectible  related  to  this  controversy  is  the  poster, 
which  was  printed  on  paper  and  is  unusually  large  in  size,  measuring  about  4 1 "  x  28". 
The  only  marking  on  it  is  an  Allied  Printing  Trades  Council  of  New  York  label  at  the  bot- 
tom, with  what  appears  to  be  the  number  258  next  to  it  (the  printing  of  the  number  is 
somewhat  blurred). 

The  poster  has  occasionally  been  offered  for  sale  in  auctions,  and  when  it  has,  there 
has  been  spirited  bidding.  Hobby  legend  is  that  a  group  of  these  was  located  some 
years  ago,  but  the  cache  has  long  since  been  dispersed.  That  story  may  well  be  true, 
because  when  the  poster  has  appeared,  it  has  virtually  always  been  in  excellent  condi- 
tion, indicating  that  the  item  was  never  used  but  was  instead  sent  directly  to  storage. 

The  wording  attributed  to  Roosevelt  on  the  poster,  "I  should  be  very  happy  to  run 
with  Harry  Truman.  He'll  bring  real  strength  to  the  ticket,"  is  a  paraphrase  of  a  state- 
ment FDR  had  made.  It  appeared  in  a  letter  he  provided  to  Democratic  National 
Committee  Chairman  Robert  Hannegan  at  the  start  of  the  1 944  National  Convention 
regarding  the  vice-presidential  nomination: 

You  have  written  me  about  Harry  Truman  and  Bill  Douglas.  I  should,  of  course, 
be  very  glad  to  run  with  either  of  them  and  believe  that  either  one  of  them  would 
bring  real  strength  to  the  ticket. 


The  "Kill  the  Klan"  slogan  on  the  poster  was  misleading,  because  in  1944,  the  Klan 
as  an  organization  had  very  little  life.  While  the  Klan  had  flourished  in  the  early  1920s,  it 
began  to  fall  into  decline  in  the  latter  part  of  that  decade  because  of  congressional  inves- 
tigations, newspaper  exposes,  and  the  corruption  of  Klan-supported  office-holders.  The 
national  organization  officially  dissolved  in  April  1944.  Another  factor  in  the  demise  of 
the  national  Klan  was  that  in  1944,  the  U.S.  Bureau  of  Internal  Revenue  filed  a  lien 
against  the  Klan  for  back  taxes  of  over  $685,000  on  profits  that  the  organization  had 
earned  in  the  1 920s. 

However,  the  word  Klan  as  used  on  the  poster  can  be  viewed  as  a  metaphor  for 
racially  motivated  violence  against  blacks,  which  clearly  did  exist  at  that  time,  and  was 
especially  offensive  in  that  it  was  often  directed  at  blacks  who  were  serving  in  the  mili- 
tary. In  any  event,  a  revival  of  the  Klan  organization  was  not  far  off,  spurred  by  white 
resistance  to  the  postwar  civil  rights  movement. 

One  continuing  mystery  regarding  the  poster  is  who  issued  it?  The  newspaper  arti- 
cle that  reported  the  poster's  mysterious  appearance  in  Harlem  on  the  night  of 
November  2,  1944,  which  was  published  in  the  pro-Roosevelt  tabloid,  PM,  stated  that 
the  national,  state  and  county  Republican  committees  had  all  denied  issuing  the  poster, 
as  did  the  major  Republican  club  in  Harlem. 

There  was  one  black  newspaper  in  New  York  City  that  was  pro-Dewey,  and 
strongly  so,  and  that  was  the  New  York  Amsterdam  News.  Indeed,  during  the  1 944  presi- 
dential campaign,  the  publisher  of  that  newspaper.  Dr.  C.  B.  Powell,  also  served  as  assis- 

nt  director  of  publicity  for  the  Dewey-Bricker  campaign.  On  these  bases,  one  might 
i.    ^ect  that  Dr  Powell  and/or  the  Amsterdam  News  were  behind  the  posters. 

wever,  there  is  another  fact  that  argues  against  such  a  conclusion:  while  the 
new  .pa.     was  highly  critical  of  Truman  during  the  campaign,  it  didn't  carry  a  single  article  about  or  commentary  on  the  Hearst 
attack,  't  is     -  clear  why  the  newspaper  refrained  from  publicizing  the  Hearst  charges.  One  possibility  is  that  the  Dr.  Powell 
was  a  D ey       oaign  official,  and  as  noted  above,  the  national  Dewey  campaign  did  not  use  those  charges  in  its  attacks  on  the 
Roosevelt-Trjm;j,     ket.  in  any  event,  the  fact  that  the  Amsterdam  News  did  not  attack  Truman  on  those  grounds  seems  to 
make  it  less  likely  thai  Dr.  Powell  or  the  newspaper  had  sponsored  the  posters. 


SUNDAY,  NOVEMBER 


Dewey  Poster 
Hits  Harlem 

But  Anonymous 
Paperhangers  Get  No 
Response 

In  the  dead  of  night  Thursday, 
Harlem  broke  out  in  a  rash  of  flam- 
boyant "Vote  for  Dewey"  posters. 
The  color  scheme  was  predomin- 
nantly  red,  white  and  blue,  but 
the  motive  was  neither  patriotic 
nor  honest.  Harlem  took  them  in  its 
stride,  and,  in  most  cases,  off  bill- 
boards, fences  and  walls.  By  now 
tliey  are  probably  collectors'  items. 

The  anonymous  posters  carica- 
tured President  Roosevelt  embrac- 
ine;  a  nif^ht-shirted  and  hooded  fig- 
ure labeled  "Truman,"  while  in  the 
background  were  four  other 
shrouded  figures  labeled  "KKK," 
one  carrying  a  shotgun.  This  pres- 
entation of  tke  Hearst-ballyhooed 
and  completely  discredited  Tru- 
man-Klan  canard,  had  on  the  bot 
torn  the  slogan,  "Kill  the  Klan." 
But  it  did  not  have  any  sponsor- 
ing group,  committee,  organiza- 
tion or  individual,  nor  the  name  of 
the  printer. 

That  omission,  hardly  accidental, 
constitutes  a  violation  of  Section 
78  l  b  of  tlie  State  Penal  Law, 
carrying  a  punishment  of  more 
than  a  year  in  jail,  or  from  $100  to 
$500  fine,  or  both. 

The  Republican  National,  State 
and  County  Committees  denied 
putting  out  the  poster,  and  so  did 
the  Harlem  Republican  district 
club  for  the  14th  AD,  the  locales 
where  the  posters  were  most  nu- 
merous. 

The  police,  district  attorney  and 
attorney  general  had  received  no 
complaints,  however,  so  there  was 
no  action.  That  indicated,  too,  how 
much  Harlem  was  impressed. 

But  hasn't  Dewey  got  some  love 
ly  people  working  for  himi 
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At  any  second,  if  fate  willed  it,  a  Vice-President  could 
become  President.  Would  you  wont  Harry  Truman  as 
President  and  Commander-in-Chief?  Truman  is  an 
alleged  Ku  Klux  Klansman.  He  was  "made"  a  senator 
by  Pendergast,  the  Kansas  City  political  boss  just 
released  from  Leavenworth  Penitentiary. 

REMEMBER  THIS  ...  If  you  choose  Roosevelt,  you 
MUST  ALSO  take  Horry  Truman  .  .  .  and  Sidney  Hill- 
man  (Political  Action  Committee)  and  Earl  Browder 
(Communist  and  ex-convict)  and  the  corrupt  bossism 
of  the  Hagues  and  the  Kelleys.  Hillman  -  Browder 
Communists  already  control  the  Democratic  Party 
and  plan  to  control  our  government.  YOU  CAN  HELP 
STOP  THEM. 

VOTE  THE  AMERICAN  WAY 

THOMAS  E.  DEWEY  and  JOHN  W.  BRICKER  will 
bring  a  government  in  which  you  can  trust  .  .  .  free 
from  political  bosses  and  communist  interference.  .  .  . 
A  government  by  the  American  people  in  the  Ameri- 
can way.  ...  A  government  that  will  make  peace  the 
American  way  .  .  .  open  and  above  board.  VOTE 
THE  AMERICAN  WAY! 

ELEa 

DEWEY  and  BRICKER 

Republican  Campaign  Committee  of  Southern  California 


A  few  more  v\/orcls  should  be  said 
about  the  1 944  presidential  campaign  in 
Harlem.  There  were  two  black  newspa- 
pers in  New  York  City  that  were  strong- 
ly pro-Roosevelt  -  the  New  York  Age  and 
the  People  s  Voice  -  and  both  of  them 
attacked  the  Hearst  charges  on  the  front 
pages  of  their  issues  of  November  4, 
1 944.  The  editor  of  the  People's  Voice 
was  Adam  Clayton  Powell  (no  relation 
to  Dr.  C.  B.  Powell),  who  was  first  elect- 
ed to  represent  Harlem  in  the  U.S. 
House  of  Representatives  in  1944.  A 
post-election  article  in  another  black 
newspaper  characterized  the  1 944  cam- 
paign in  Harlem  as  the  community's 
"most  hectic  and  most  bitterly  contest- 
ed" and  asserted  that, 

Harlem  voters  were  left  cold  by  the 
Republican  whispering  campaign  that 
'Roosevelt  is  old  and  may  die  and  you 
will  then  have  a  Ku  Klux  Klansman  in  the 
White  House  in  the  person  of  Senator 
Truman.' 

A  similar  attitude  on  the  part  of  vot- 
ers is  reflected  in  the  PM  article  on  the 
"Kill  the  Klan"  posters,  which  described 
the  community's  nonchalant  response  to 
their  appearance. 

Unfortunately,  it  appears  the  only 
other  collectible  materials  on  the 
Truman-Klan  controversy  are  newspaper 
items  that  are  quite  difficult  to  locate. 

Probably  the  best  of  those  is  an 
anti-Truman  advertisement  that  the 
Republican  Campaign  Committee  of 
Southern  California  placed  in  the  Los 
Angeles  Times  of  November  5,  1944. 
The  graphic  in  the  ad  refers  to  the  Hal 
Styles  incident,  but  the  text  refers  to 
Truman  as  "an  alleged  Ku  Klux 
Klansman."  A  significant  number  of 
blacks  had  migrated  to  the  Pacific  Coast 
for  war  work,  and  Los  Angeles-area 
Republicans  evidently  believed  that  the 
Hearst  charges  could  be  exploited 


The  Keynoter  •  Spring  2011 


among  them.  An  analysis  of  the  campaign  in  California  that  appeared  in  the  New  York  Times  in  late  October  reported  that 
Republicans  there  had  polled  small  samples  of  pro-Roosevelt  blacks,  Catholics  and  Jews  about  the  charges  and  had  found 
that  about  30  percent  of  the  blacks  would  change  their  mind  on  the  basis  of  the  Klan  charges. 

Other  newspaper  items  include  the  front-page  headlines  and  editorial  cartoons  about  the  controversy.  Certainly  the 
best  of  the  cartoons  was  the  color  one  that  appeared  on  the  front  page  of  the  Chicago  Tribune  of  October  26,  1 944. 

While  it  appears  that  none  of  the  campaign  organizations  issued  any  literature  on  the  Truman-Klan  controversy,  both 
the  Democratic  National  Committee  and  the  ClO-PAC  issued  brochures  that  were  directed  specifically  to  black  voters.  It 
appears  that  comparable  literature  was  not  issued  by  the  national  Dewey  campaign.  However,  the  Dewey  campaign  spon- 
sored numerous  advertisements  in  the  African-American  newspapers. 
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NOTE  MY  NEW  ADDRESS  &  PHONE 


I 


POLITICAL 
AMERICANA 


Presidential  Campaign  Items 
Bought  &  Sold 

/  Collect  Early  Ballots  &  Electoral  Tickets. 
Let  me  know  what  you  have  to  sell. 
Charles  McSorley.  BOX  1022  Quakerstown,  PA  18951 
(267)  347-4344 


PICTURE  YOUR  M  Mil 

An  advertisement  in     HE  KEYNOTES  delivers  yournnes- 
sage  directly  to  a  concentrated  and  serious  group  of  American 
presidential  collectors,  specialists,  historians,  political  junkies, 
political  animals,  campaign  staffers,  presidential  homes,  birth- 
places, libraries  and  museums,  and  even  a  few  past  presidents. 


A  WORD 
ABOUT  TRUMAN 


Well,  not  one  word,  but  a  few  in  praise  of  the  record  of 
Senator  Harr>-  S.  Truman.  His  voting  record  is  good.  He  con- 
sistently supported  the  President  and  the  New  Deal. 

As  Chairman  of  the  Truman  Committee  in  Congress, 
he  served  the  best  interests  of  the  Nation. 

He  voted  for  cloture  on  the  anti-poll  tax  bill— He  voted 
for  a  Federal  Soldier's  Vote  Bill— He  voted  to  continue  the 
National  Youth  Administration- 
He  supported  the  President's  veto  of  the  vicious  anti- 
labor  Smith-Connally  Act. 
He  is  our  friend. 


I  BUY  IT  ALL! 


POLITICAL  ITEMS:  Buttons;  Ribbons;  Posters. 
ADVERTISING;  SUFFRAGE;  LABOR  UNION 

Easy  to  deal  with  •  Will  travel 

BOB  McCarthy 

1-800-575-8150  •  apicbob@aol.com 
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One  More  Medal  of  Honor  Winner 
m  Politics:  Bernie  Fisher  of  Idaho 


By  Michael  Kelly 


von 


In  the  Spring  201  I  issue  of  The  Keynoter,  we  featured  winners  of  the 
nation's  highest  military  honor  -  the  Congressional  Medal  of  Honor  -  who  had 
gone  into  politics  after  leaving  the  military.  Max  Fuqua  (APIC  #5641),  a  resi- 
dent of  Boise,  Idaho,  wrote  in  to  add  one  more  story  to  our  list  of  war 
hero/politicians. 

Bernard  Francis  ("Bernie")  Fisher  was  born  in  1927  in  San  Bernardino, 
California  and  was  raised  and  educated  in  Utah.  He  was  the  first  living  Air 
Force  recipient  of  the  medal  (all  previous  awards  to  USAF  personnel  had  been 
posthumous),  and  the  first  USAF  member  to  receive  the  medal  in  the  Vietnam 
War 

According  to  then-Major  Fisher's  Medal  of  Honor  Citation,  on  March  10, 
1966,  "the  Special  Forces  camp  at  A  Shau  was  under  attack  by  2,000  North  Vietnamese  Army  regulars.  Hostile  troops 
had  positioned  themselves  between  the  airstrip  and  the  camp.  Other  hostile  troops  had  surrounded  the  camp  and  were 
continuously  raking  it  with  automatic  weapons  fire  from  the  surrounding  hills.  The  tops  of  the  1 , 500-foot  hills  were 
obscured  by  an  800  foot  ceiling,  limiting  aircraft  maneuverability  and  forcing  pilots  to  operate  within  range  of  hostile  gun 
positions,  which  often  were  able  to  fire  down  on  the  attacking  aircraft.  During  the  battle,  Maj.  Fisher  observed  a  fellow 
airman  crash  land  on  the  battle-torn  airstrip.  In  the  belief  that  the  downed  pilot  was  seriously  injured  and  in  imminent 
danger  of  capture,  Maj.  Fisher  announced  his  intention  to  land  on  the  airstrip  to  effect  a  rescue.  Although  aware  of  the 
extreme  danger  and  likely  failure  of  such  an  attempt,  he  elected  to  continue.  Directing  his  own  air  cover,  he  landed  his 
aircraft  and  taxied  almost  the  full  length  of  the  runway,  which  was  littered  with  battle  debris  and  parts  of  an  exploded 
aircraft.  While  effecting  a  successful  rescue  of  the  downed  pilot,  heavy  ground  fire  was  observed,  with  19  bullets  striking 
his  aircraft.  In  the  face  of  the  withering  ground  fire,  he  applied  power  and  gained  enough  speed  to  lift-off  at  the  overrun 
of  the  airstrip.  Maj.  Fisher's  profound  concern  for  his  fellow  airman,  and  at  the  risk  of  his  life  above  and  beyond  the  call 
of  duty  are  in  the  highest  traditions  of  the  U.S.  Air  Force  and  reflect  great  credit  upon  himself  and  the  Armed  Forces  of 
his  country." 

Major  Fisher  was  presented  the  Medal  of  Honor  at  a  White  House  Ceremony  by  President  Lyndon  B.  Johnson.  The 
USAF  Museum  at  Wright-Patterson  Air  Force  Base,  near  Dayton,  Ohio  has  the  A- 1  E  Skyraider  that  Fisher  flew  on  his 
Medal  of  Honor  mission. 

After  retiring  with  the  rank  of  full  colonel  in  1974, 
Fisher  lived  in  the  state  of  Idaho.  In  1982,  Fisher 
announced  as  a  Republican  candidate  for  governor  but 
found  that  he  was  unable  to  drum  up  sufficient  money  and 

-pport  to  make  a  strong  race.  After  six  months  as  a  candi- 
d: '     he  dropped  out  of  the  race. 

■'ile  Bernie  Fisher  did  not  ever  hold  elected  office,  his 
race  i        vernor  means  that  he  should  have  been  included 
in  The  K        ^r's  Medal  of  Honor  issue.  We  appreciate  Max 
Fuqua  for  sh^  ina  his  story. 


LARGEST  SELECTION  OF  2012  BUUONS! 

CAPITOL  COIN  &  STAMP  CO.,  INC. 

1001  Connecticut  Avenue  N.W.  Suite  745 
Washington,  D.C.  20036 

The  largest  selection  of  Political 
Memorabilia  in  Washington,  D.C. 

Open  Mon.  -  Fri.  10  a.m.  -  6  p.m. 
Closed  Saturday  &  Sunday 
Phone:  (202)  296-0400  •  Fax:  (202)  296-0401 
www.capitolcoin.com  •  captncoin(^aol.com 


/ 
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IN  THE  NEXT 
KEYNOTER 


Smoke  and  Mirrors 

•  Political  Tobacciana 

•  Cigars 

•  Cigar  Boxes 

•  Matches 

•  Pipes 

•  Matchbooks 

•  Political  Mirrors 


If  you  have  items  that  should  be  pictured 
in  these  categories,  please  contact 
Germaine  Broussard  at 
watrwitch@erols.com  or 
Michael  Kelly  at  Michael.Kelly@mcc.edu 


Joe  Levine's  Presidential  Coin  and 
Antique  Co.,  Inc.  is  well  i<nown  for  its 
auction  sales  featuring  Official 
Presidential  Inaugural  Medals  and 
Memorabilia  and  I9th  century  political 
tokens. 

Our  annual  sale  at  Whitman's  Coin 
Convention  held  at  the  Baltimore 
Convention  Center  on  June  16-19  is  no 
exception.  This  sale  features  a  complete 
set  of  20th  century  bronze  official  inaugu- 
ral medals.  Included  are  examples  of 
Saint  Gaudens"  medal  for  Theodore 
Roosevelt  and  the  extremely  rare  medals 
for  Woodrow  Wilson  (1917).  Warren 
Harding  (1921)  and  Calvin  Coolidge 
(1925.)" 

The  Presidential  and  Political  portion 
of  the  auction  is  brimming  with  400-1-  lots 
headlined  by  an  extensive  selection  of 
Washingtonia  including  many  items  from 
the  fabled  collection  of  Jack  Collins. 
Among  the  noteworthy  offerings  of  cam- 
paign tokens  are  examples  of  the  large 
size  Polk  &  Dallas  token  (JP  1852-2): 
Franklin  Pierce's  Our  Country  Right  or 
Wrong  token  (FP  1852-1 ):  the  James 
Buchanan  rebus  medal  (JB  1856-2)  and 
the  1864  Lincoln-Johnson  jugate  token 
(AL  1864-1.) 

A  free  copy  of  the  catalog  in  PDF 
form  can  be  obtained  by  sending  us  you 
e-mail  address. 

A  hard  copy  of  our  profusely  illus- 
trated catalog  may  be  obtained  for  $5.00 
payable  by  check,  credit  card  or  PayPal. 
Catalogs  will  be  available  in  mid-May. 


Presidential  Coin  &  Antique  Company 
PO  Box  277 
Clifton,  Virginia,  20124 
Ph:  571-321-2121  •  Fax:  571-321-0696 
Email:  JLevine968@aol.com 


Still  Making  History! 
Consign  Now  for  our 
POLITICAL  &  AMERICANA  AUCTION  March  19th  Auction 

MARCH  19  I  DALLAS  I  LIVE  &  ONLINE  Consignment  Deadline: 

«  February  24 


•  More  than  600,000  collectors  on 
Heritage's  mailing  list,  and  over 
500,000  online  bidder-members 

•  More  exposure  means  that  your 
item  can  realize  its  highest  market 
value 

•  Competitive  consignment  terms 

•  Friendly  service 

•  Security.  We've  been  in  business 
since  1976 

•  Experience.  Heritage  has  sold 
more  than  $3  billion  of  collectibles 
for  45,000+  consignors,  each  fully 
paid  right  on  schedule 


^  ASS  ^ 


OFF  iiliTHE 
WHITEHOUSE 


Here  are  prices  we've  realized  for  other 
consignors.  What  can  we  do  for  YOU? 
All  prices  realized  are  from  our 
November  2010  auction 

1.  Thomas  Dewey:  Dynamite  Celluloid  Button 
Sold  for:  $1,195 

HA.com/6047*47173 

2.  Zachary  Taylor;  Half-Plate 
Daguerreotype  from  the  Taylor  Family 
Sold  for:  $47,800 

HA.com/6047M7037 

3.  Theodore  Roosevelt:  Highly  Desirable  Pro-TR 
Equality  Pin 

Sold  for:  $8,962 
HA.com/6047M7141 

4.  Woman's  Suffrage  Movement:  Fantastic  "Votes 
for  Women"  Rolling  Pin 

Sold  for:  $6,871 
HA.com/6047M7160 

5.  Lincoln  &  Hamlin:  Graphic  Name  Flag 
Sold  for:  $20,315 

HA.com/6047M7046 

6.  George  Washington:  An  Important  Liverpool 
Creamware  Bowl  Picturing  Him  as  President 
Sold  for:  $6,572 
HA.com/6047M7001 


We  have  had  the 

BIG  STICK. 

Now  lei's  have  the 


For  more  information  on  our  easy 
consignment  process,  contact: 

Thomas  D.  Slater,  Director 
TomS@HA,com  |  800-872-6467,  ext.  1441 

Marsha  Dixey,  Consignment  Director 
MarshaD@HA.com  |  800-872-6467,  ext.  1455 


FREE  CATALOG  FOR  NEW  CLIENTS  ($50 
Value)  Please  submit  auction  invoices  of 
$1000  +  in  this  category,  from  any  source. 
Include  your  contact  information  and 
mail  to  Heritage,  fax  214-409-1425,  email 
catalogorders@HA.com,  or  call  866-835- 
3243.  For  more  details,  go  to  HA.com/FCO. 


WE  ARE  ALWAYS  ACCEPTING  CONSIGNMENTS  IN  THE  FOLLOWING  CATEGORIES: 
Decorative  Arts,  Antiques,  Rare  Coins  &  Currency,  Illustration  Art,  Comics  &  Comic  Art,  Civil  War  &  Americana,  American  Indian  Art,  Rare  Books  &  Manuscripts, 
•?rtainment  Memorabilia,  Jewelry  &  Timepieces,  Natural  History,  Sports  Collectibles,  Vintage  Movie  Posters,  Luxury  Accessories,  and  Fine  &  Rare  Wines. 


ed  $600  Million  |  500,000-1-  Online  Bidder-Members 

s,  Texas  75219  I  214.528.3500  |  800.872.6467  j  HA.com 


:K  I  BEVERLY  HILLS  |  PARIS  j  GENEVA 


HERITAGES* 

(Auctim  QallerieS' 

The  World's  Largest  Collectibles  Auctioneer 


>se  1 1  727;  Robert  Korver  13754;  Andrea  Voss  16406.  This  auction  Is  subject  to  a  1 9.5%  Buyer's  Premium. 
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KEYNOTER 

JOURNAL  OF  THE  AMERICAN  POLITICAL  ITEMS  CONSERVATORS 


JOIN  YOUR  FRIENDS  AND 
COLLECTORS  AT  THESE  APIC  SHOWS 

May  IM4,  2011 

Michigan  Political  Show,  Metropolitan  Hotel,  315  Wick  Road,  Romulus.  Michigan,  tables  are  available 
from  Ken  Hosner  ($55  for  the  first,  $100  for  two,  $135  for  three,  $170  for  four).  Info:  Ken  Hosner  at 
5692  Comstock  Avenue.  Kalamazoo  MI  49048  -  269-345-5983  or  e-mail  MRBUTTONS ©CHARTER- 
MI  .NET.  Contact  the  hotel  directly  at  1-734-467-8000  and  mention  the  show  for  the  $89.00  room  rate. 

May  14,  2011 

Big  Apple  Chapter  Spring  Country  Finback  Show  on  Saturday.  May  14.  2011,  from  9:00am  -  3:00pm, 
at  the  Titusville  United  Methodist  Church,  7  Church  Rd.  Titusville  NJ.  (corner  of  Route  29):  2  mi.  north 
of  Washington's  Crossing  State  Park.  Table  rentals  to  APIC  members:  $35.00  each.  General  Admission: 
$3.00.  To  reserve  a  table,  contact  Tony  Lee  at  609-730-9490  or  e-mail  TONY@ADICIO.COM 

May  14,  2011 

Dakota  Territory  Political  Collectors,  at  the  Peace  Lutheran  Church,  5509  West  41st  Street  in  Sioux 
Falls.  SD.  from  9  am  -  1  PM.  Info  e-mail  Dave  Johnson  at  SDAKOTADAVE@SIO.MIDCO.NET 

June  9-I0-II,  2011 

Harrisburg  Extravaganza.  Best  Western  Premier  Hotel/Convention  Center  East  Park  Drive.  Exit  48- 
Union  Deposit  Rd.  off  1-83  in  Harrisburg.  Contact  hotel  directly  717-561-2800,  request  Political 
Bandwagon  rate  $93.00/night  (single  or  double).  Bourse  9am-4pm  Friday  &  9am-2pm  Saturday.  Tables 
&  Info:  Bob  &  Jeannine  Coup,  717.656.7855  or  e-mail  POLBANDWGN(aAOL.COM.,  Auction  Friday 
7:30pm.  Contact  Harvey  Goldberg  (732-382-4652)  HEG1@VERIZ0N.NET  to  pre-consign  items. 
For  additional  information  see  Political  Bandwagon 

June  II,  2011 

Washington  State  Political  Items  Collectors.  Fire  Station.  Newcastle  at  4216  Factoria  Blvd.  S.E.. 
Bellevue,  WA  98006  from  1  to  3.  Admission  is  free,  no  charge  for  tables.  For  more  information  contact 
David  Wilson.  CADAWILSON@EMAIL.MSN.COM. 

Aug.  12-13,  2011 

Western  Regional  Atlantis  Resort  &  Casino  in  Reno.  Nevada,  Aug.  12-13. 
Contact  Tom  French-  TOMFRENCH1776@GMAIL.COM,  Gary  Jung  - 
LETSBACKJACK@COMCAST.NET,  or  Adam  Gottlieb-GOTTLIEB007@HOTMAIL.COM 
for  more  information. 

Sept.  16-17,  2011 

The  annual  fail  show  will  be  held  in  Indianapolis,  Indiana.  Further  details  to  be  announced  shortly. 

Sept.  30-Oct  I,  2011 

The  Tennessee  Chapter  of  APIC  201 1  show  and  meeting  Magnuson  Hotel  in  Knoxville,  7621  Kingston 
Pike.  Knoxville.  TN  37919  -  September  30/  October  1 .  More  details  to  follow. 


